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admit it, although they are guarded beenuse
they do not desire to offend. The fact re-
mains that there must be a failure of the
system somewheve. I suggest that the real
failure at the moment is that the Premier
does not distinguish between what conld
be demanded by the Child Welfare Depart-
ment and the Unemployment Relief Depot,
and what is actually demanded. The ihing
is not what the worker gets, bur what
the surplus non-worker or relief wovker
does not get. If 1 thought this was a ques-
tion involving the shattering of our finances,
or shaking our stability, I would plump for
State socinlism. If I thought for a moment
that Australia could not make everyone as
comfortable to-day as he or she was hefore
the slump, and do so through the activities
of private enterprise, I would not hesitate
to favour some system under which the
neeessities of life would be operated through
the State. Of course, I would not include
in that category luxuries of any deserip-
tion. I feel that is utterly unnecessary at
the present juncture. Private enterprise has
sneceeded very helpfully in promohing pre-
duction. 1f we have failed in secuving the
solution of the problem, we will not get any
further by merely stating that fact. It
might he of some intevest if members, when
the Budget is placed before them, weve to
closely scrutinise the Estimates tor the Child
Welfare Department and the Unemployment
Relief Depot. I believe the situation to-day,
in a nutshell, is that the market we ave look-
ing for lies in the midst of our own needy
citizens.

On moiion by
journed.

My, TWithers, debate ad-

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m,

Legislative Council,
Thursday, Sth August, 1935.
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The PRESIDEN'T took the Chair at 4.30

P.an, and read prayers.

QUESTION—TAXATION COLLECTIONS.

Hon. R. G. MOORE (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) asked the Chief Secretary: What
amount has heen collected each financial
vear under—(a) the Entertainments Tax;
{b) the Hospital Tax; (e¢) the Finaneial
Emergency Tax?

The CHIIEF BSECRETARY replied:
EXTERTAINMENT TAX— £
(a) 1930-31 ... . 6 months 34,300
103182 ... . year . 03,169
1932-33 ... . year 42,486
1983-34 ... . Year 75,262
1934-35 ... . Yenr 83,951
HOSPITAL TAX— £
(h) 1930-31 ... . G months 04,534
1931-32 ,,. venr 133,885
1932-33 ... year 146,042
1033-34 ... year 154,228
1934=35 ... yenr 183,398
FINANCIATL EMERGENCY TAX— £
(¢) 1032.33 ... 7 months 202,336
1933-33 ... year 411,710
1934-35 ... year 484,080

QUESTION—LOTTERIES COMMISSION
DISBURSEMENTS,

Hon. R. G. MOORE (for Hon. H. Sed-
don) azked the Chief Secretary: What
amount has been disbursed by the Lotteries
Commission each year to—(a) Government
hospitals; (b) public hospitals; (e) private
hospitals; {d) other charifable institutions?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
1

(a) | {b} (c) * {d)

Gavernment « Public Private Other
Hospitals. Haspltals. Hos- Charitable
pitals, | Institutions.
£ s.d £ 8. d. £ £ g d.
1033 § 2,770 O 0| 1,662 10 O 200 |206,870 18 10
1934 122775 2 0| 5111 o 1 200 (42,157 14 ©
1035 | 16,541 10 2 |10,661 6 3 83 199,330 10 4

XNote—The above are the whole of the alloeations made
since the inception of the Lotteries Commlssion, and inciuded
in these are nmounts not yet paid out one belng £20,000 for
the King Edward Memorial Hosplta
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QUESTION—MINE WORKERS®
INSURANCE.

Hon. C. G. ELLIOTT asked the Chief
Seeretary: 1, Are the Government aware
that various mining ¢ompanies and mine
owners in failing to cover their employees
by way of insurance are not complying with
the provisions of the Workers’ Compensa-
tion Act and the Mine Workers’ Relief Act?
2. Tf so, will the Government issue instruc-
tions for the immediate proseention of those
employers?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1.
No information is available as to the ex-
tent of the non-eompliance with the Act.
Only a few cases have come under official
noftee, 2, The matter is under econsidera-
tion.

BILL—-SUPPLY (No. 1) £2200,000,
Second Reoding.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. J. HOLMES (North) [4.401:
The Bill is similar to thai which comes
down every year. It gives ms an oppor-
tunity to discuss matters of publie import-
ance. A lot of members having missed the
chance to speak on the Address-in-reply
thiz session, I understand they propose to
avail themselves of the opportunity pre-
sented by the Bill. 1 have looked through
the Speech of the Lientenant-Governov and
I am bound to say that 90 per cent. of it
gonsists of information which is available
to members from the public records sup-
plied by the Government. Apart from that,
it reminds me of the parson who, it was
said, read bis sermons while his friends said
that he preached extempore. This in due
course reached his ears and he told them
that on a certain Sunday they could provide
their own text. As he stepped into the
pulpit that day they handed him a blank
sheet of paper. Fle looked at it and said:
“Here is nothing, there is nothing. Out of
nothing the Lord made Heaven and earth.”
We might well say that of His Excellency’s
opening speech, except that we have not the
Lord administering the affairs of this
eountry and bringing about the results that
He might bring about. 1 have taken the
figures available for the five years ended
the 30th June, 1934, and ¥ find that for the
period ended the 30th June 1929 the State’s
indebtedness was 70% millions, and at the

end of the five yvears concluded on the 30th
June, 1934 the net indebiedness was 833
willions. It will thus be zcen that durine
those five vears we iucreased our net indebt-
edness by 13 millions. 1 ask those members
who travel about the country to look around
and see, if they can, what we have got for
that extra 15 wmillions that have been spent.
I would point out that during the period
when we owed 70} millions our revenpe was
944 milions, Lbut that at the 30th June, 1934,
when we ¢wed 83k, wilions, the revenue
was sS4 millions. 8Su as the result of in-
creasing the Loan expenditlure by 15 mil-
lions, all of which carried or should have
carried interest and sinking fund, we rve-
ceived a revenue of one and a quarter mil-
lion Juss than we had before the expenditure
of that money. For the period ended on
the 30th June, 1930, the State’s per capita
indebtedness was £163, whereas at the 30th

June, 1934, it was  £193.  So we
increased the State’s per capila indebt-
edness  hy £30 during  that  periad.

T thiz has to he added our guota of the
Federal indebtedness, which aceording to the
latest figures I have iz about £60 per eapifa.
This rives us a total per capita indebtedness
of £253. Al the authorities T have heen ahle
1o look up ou Hnance =ay that a per capita
indehtedness of £100 for each man, woman
ad child is aboat all that any community
van be expected to earry. A lot of our
muney has been invested in trading concerns
andd publie utilitie«. [P these were being car-
ried on at a profit there would he something
to show for our per capita indebtedness, hut
seeine that most of them ave carried on at
a loss instead of a profit, they are more of
a liability than an asset. A good deal of the
prosperity we hear so much about in this
State is due to the extraordinavily high price
of golil.  One cannot of course give gold-
tields” representatives the evedit for that. I
made a meutal note of Mr. R. G. Moore's
yuestion about whether the eollection of in-
come tax on the goldfields is to apply to the
woldfields ouly or to the State in gencral.
T think it must be for the State in general
and noi for the goldfields in particudar,
From the speech of oue of the goldfields’
representatives vesterday 1 am inclined fo
think there <hould be a s=pecial set of con-
ditions set up for the goldfields, even to in-
elude taxation. The hulk of the so-called
prosperity we heur so much ahout is dee to
the expenditure of loan menevs, TF that
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money had been profitably expended there
would have been something to boast abont.
When the overseas money market was clogsed
against us I said in the Honse | felt inclined
to throw up my hat, for I thought we would
get back fo earning the noney first and
spending it afterwards, instead of borrow-
ing it fivst and in some cases sguandering it
afterwards. [ overlooked the faet that the
Austraiian market was not closed against the
Commonwealth Government, and that a con-
dition of affairs had been set up, due o the
imposition of taxation, arbitration awards,
Workers” Compensation Aets and  other
items wherehy production became more or
less nnprofitable. Men would not put their
money into industrial coneerns, or other con-
cerns which under normal conditions might
be profitable, and thus risk their eapital, but
they were prepared to lend it to the Com-
monwealth Government and  seewre  an
assured rate of interest. Money was theve-
fore taken out of private enterprise where
it might have heen profitably emploved,
loaned to the Commonwealth Govermnent,
and in turn distribnted amongst the State
Governments, to be spent as they thought fit.
That is an unhealthy condition of affaivs,
and one that T do not like. T have never
forgotten the statement that it is a wise
policy to hope for the best and prepare for
the worst. No prepavation has heen made
for the worst. Even a sehoolboy who looks
up the financial position of Australia and of
this State must conclude that there is a
worge period ahead of us. Governmenls are
only attempting to put that oft hy borrowing
money and adding to our interest hill,
There are many people who do not earve
ahout the sitnation. They say, suflicient unto
the day is the evil thereof. T read something
in an Fnglish paper recently. An old rooster
had bheen having a bad time and had been in
a light. His feathers were all ruffled and his
comb was torn. e is reported to have said
“What does it matter anyhow; to-day we are
eups, to-morrow we may be feather dusters.”
There is a hig percentage of people living
upon that motte. They will not look ahead.
They de not care so long as they can get the
Government to spend monev. They are un-
mindful of the dayv of reckoning,

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: That is oecurring
more than ever each year, .

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Reference was
made vesterday to the Agrieultural Bank. T
de not want fo condemn anyone without
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giving them o fair run for their money. I
do not know that the present Commissioners
are suitable for the job. L think it requires
some of the world's financial experts to pull
the Bank oul of the dilficulties which the
political eleent has ereated. 1 disagree with
Mr. Cornell ¢oncerning his conclusion vegard-.
ing politieal infleence.  This is a bhanking
institution, and the business should he done
ay hetween the Bank and its ¢lients. There
shonld he no interference from any outside
source. Owing to the statement that some
people on the land have heen getting away
with the countryv’s assets I think it is time
someone woke up and took notice. I do not
say that the ex-Manager of the Bank, Mr.
MeLarty, neglected his joh in any way.
This counntry can never repay him for what
lie has done. He was faced with the peliti-
enl element that I say helped to ruin the
Bank. TIf the new Act does nothing else
I hope it will keep politien! inflnence away
from the Bank.

Hon. J. Cornell: I was referring to Minis-
terial influence.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I have never had
iy dealings with the Bank. I must thank
the Premier for making available the
tacilities for sending half-a-dozen members
of Parliament to look nt the North-West for
the first time, When the matter was put up
to him he was hroadminded enough to see
the value of the trip. I venture to say that
if members diseuss the XNorth-West with
those who made np the parly those gentle-
men will express surprise at the magnitude
of the country through which they passed.
Although they steamed on day after day
and proceeded o long way up the coast, they
actually onky fravelled two-thirds of the way
ap. I thank the Government for their assist-
ance to the pearling industry, and also do
I thank the Commonwealth Government.
Broome has heen a very important town in
the northern portion of the State. I under-
stand it has produced £10,000,000 worth of
shell. This shell was sold on the world’s
market, and the proceeds were spent in the
country. Owing to an unfortunate cvelone
last year the pearlers lost hetween 20 and
30 boats, and between 140 and 200 men, in-
eluding their best divers. The whole town
as well as the industry was stranded. The
State and Federal Governments came to the
rescue, and have made a grant of sufficient
money {o enable the industry to get going
for this season. The quota of monev for
this wear shounld be considered as a first
moiety, and a similar quota for next season
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should also be given, That will restore the
industry to what it was. A new system has
been evolved tor the gathering of shell, and
this will tend tu keep down the cost of pro-
duction, Tt the cost of production is re-
ducal  the industry will show a greater
prefit by the sale of its products. 1 took
o deputation to the Premier some months
ago with respeet to numbers of eattle that
were heing held up because of a report that
thev were affected by pleuro. The eattle
were not allowed to travel because of that
report. I afterwards saw the Premier who
said that a nunber of men who attended the
deputation he had never bhefore seen. I
rephed, “These are not men to run to the
Government for cvery little thing. It is
only hecause they are vight up against it
that they go to vou now.” He immediately
grasped the position. There is a new method
for testing cattle for pleuro, known as the
Turner test. By means of that test it is
possible to ascertain whether there is pleuro
in a heast or not. If there is no re-action
the heasts are not affected. Three lots of
caltle started overland, there heing 1,000
head in each mob. That meant a good deal
to the people of the North-West whose
cattle had been held up for two or three
vears.  Unfortunatety there have been no
winter rains hbetween the Kimberleys and
Northampton. This caused the cattle to be
held up on the track. They could not be
returned to the North because the Turner
test would have had to be applied again.
That is not the fault of the Government,
which took prompt action to release the
cattle, and did the job well and quickly. I
wish to refer to the proposal for a railway
from Wyndham to the East Kimberleys and
the XNorthern Territorv. Because of the
number of agricultural railways that have
heen authorised by this House, and bhecause
there appears to he an arrangement between
members that “If you vote for my railway
I will vote for vours,” I was rvather sur-
prised and a little annoved when Myr. Baxter
critici~ed  this proposal without a know-
ledge of the facts. T do not propose to re-
commenid the counstruction of this railway
without an investigation and inquiry. I
know that the Premier has been interviewed,
and that the Minister for the North-West
has al=o heen scen hv men who ought to
know the position. The Government seem
inclined to support the proposal and pul
it up to the Commonwealth Government.
The Commonwealth Government have a
ereater right than the State CGovernment
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to take prompt action in this matter. T
think the State and the Commonwealth
should conduct a preliminary investigation,
but T helieve that when it comes to econ-
structing and yunning the railway, it should
be a matter for private enterprise. The
unfortunate part of the position for this
State is that a great number of the cattle
come from the Northern Territory, and the
Federal Government eollect the land rents,
incone and other taxes, ete. The eattle
are brought into Wyndham and treated by
the Western Australian Government with-
cut profit.  Surely that position justifies
the State Government approaching the Fed-
eral Government to see whether we can-
not get a move on in the direction indi-
cated. The Federal Covernment’s duty is
to develop the Northern Territory, and if
they can develop it through Wyndham of
course we should have a say in the expendi-
ture of the money. The position is that
when we were dealing with frozen meat,
it was frozen as hard as bricks, stacked in
the holds of ships, and it did not matter
in what eondition it came out at the other
end, so long as it was sound. Now, how-
ever, the chilled meat will prove a solution
of our cattle owner’s difficulty. When you
have chilled meat offered for sale at the
other end of the world, it must be of first-
class quality. ‘We are told that the prime
condition of the cattle is ruined between
the stations and the meat works, ruined
while thex ave being driven in. You ean
drive fat cattle eight miles per day: that
is ahout the limit for travelling eattle in the
far North. Imagine cattle travelling 200
miles to the meat works and heing 25 days
or the journex! That might be all right
for the first mob or two, hut when you he-
ein to drive 20,000 or 30,000 over the one
track, it can easily he imagined how the
stock will deteriorate, the resnlt being that
only a percentage of the cattle would he
fit for killing and export. If a railway
would get over that difficulty and enable
the producer to put his fat stock inlo the
meat works in a decent condition, he ecould
then depend on getting a fair price for the
beasts. I am nof advocating the construe-
tion of this particular railway, but I am
suggesting it is a matter for inquiry and,
if it is possible, the Commonwealth should
pay a considerable quota towards its con-
struetion, and the State its proportion to
the extent of the henefit it would receive.
In this way we would solve the difficulty
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of dealing with cattle in the East Kimher-
leys. There is another problem in West
Kimberley where it is proposed to erect
works. That, however, is a matter that ¢an
be discussed later on. There are a few
points I should like to have placed on re-
cord, The Wyndham Meat Works are the
only meat works in Australia that have no
railway connection with its cattle areas.
The stock route at present carryirig the
bulk of the cattle to the Wyndham Meat
Works is extremely hard on the eatile owing
to the roughness of the frack and the ab-
sence of feed after a few mobs have trav-
ersed it. At the present time, 30 to 40 per
cent. of the cattle treated would not be
passed for export as chilled meat. The bulk
of this percentage would be fit for chilling
if delivered in nearly as good condition as
when it left the station. What are now
Just fit for chilling would be fit to go inte
a higher grade and realise more money. The
Federal Government are defining a paliey
for unification of existing railwavs. This
will not add anything to the production of
any part of the country, and neither will
it inerease export trade. Tn view of the
Federal Government’s announeement, I sug-
gest that a strong case can be pui up fo
them to assist railway econstruction from
Wyndham to a point, say, 200 miles inland.
This railway wounld not only serve growers
of Western Australia, but would serve pas-
toral areas in the Northern Territorv. As
the railway would add o the productivity
of the [Commonwealth, it mav also he
strongly unrged that it would help the Fed-
eral Government with ifs Northern Terri-
tory problem. At present the Wyndham
Meat Works handle a Iot of eattle from the
Northern Territory, and the Western Auns-
tralian Government receive mo assistance
from the Federal Government with regard
to the losses sustained at the Wyndham
works, TIn addition to the cattle indnstry,
there are possibilities of gold mining and
sheep raising, if modern transport he pro-
vided. The railway would only requive to
be run for the period during which the
Wyndham Meat Works operate. Seftlers
in the interior eould arrange to have their
supplies transported inland during that
period. With all due vespect, I submit that
there is ample food for consideration. T
know that the Premier will he able to grasp
the position, and T hope it eran he put up
to the Federal aunthorities with sucress. 1
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do not wish to say any more at the present
juncture except to add that I have submitied
figures in aceordance with the policy I have
adopted during the past 15 vears, figures
which point out the direction in which we
are going, and that when the erash comes,
as undoubtedly it will—I may not bhe here—
the present rising generation will point the
fineer of seorn to the members of Parlia-
ment of to-day. T hope that af that time
someone will refer to ““Hansard” of to-day
and be able to say of me, at least, “Here
was one who drew abtention to the approach-
ing catastrophe.”

Hon. J. Coruell: Yon would not inflict
to-day’s “Hansard” on posterity?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: What I am say-
ing now iz exactly what I think is the real
posttion of affairs. I have always iried
to be fair, and I believe I have been fair,
in my ohservations to-day. At any rate T
hope that we shall get better results out of
the 23 millions, the amount set ouni in the
Supply Bill, than we have had out of the
15 millions spent in the last five vears.

HON. B. G. MOORE (Worth-East) [5.11]:
In spenking to this Bill, one realises that
to carry on the affairs of the State and
maintain those public utilities which are
essential, money wmust be made available.
The e¢hief econecern of any Government
shounld he not the amount of money they
can get hold of to spend, but to get the
hest results possible for fthe money ex-
pended, and to endeavour as far as possible
to live within their ineome. We know that
for the past few vears we have been pass-
ing through difficult times, times that have
called for sacrifiece from everyone, and
times which have made finance both from
a State and private point of view a very
difficult wmatter. These diffienlties have
brought forth during the peried we now
call the period of depression a number of
Bills which have become Aects of Parlia-
ment known as emergency legislation.
Where these Bills have been introduced to
ensure as far as possible an equality of sac-
rifiee, no great exception ean be taken to
them, although it was realised that in some
instances the giving of relief to some meant
inflieting hardship on others, and as far as
the Financial Emergency Act is concerned,
I do not thiok it ever was a measure that
called for equality of sacrifice. However,
I do not intend to go into that matter now
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except to say that the great difticulty
abount emergency legislation is not io get
the legislation passed but to get rid of it.
The unemployment question has been one
of the most difficult to deal with, and it
is very gratifyving to know that it is not
nearly so acute as it was, principally due,
I think fo the great improvement in the
gold mining industry.  This has probably
accounted for the employment of more
men directly and indirvectly than most of
us ave aware of, I think that the improve-
ment in the building trade in the metro-
politan area is due fo a great extent to
the ready money that is flowing into the
metropolitan area from the goldfields. The
enormous increase in the velume of goods
and material being carried on the goldfields
railway gives some idea of the consiant
stream of money that is fowing into the
business houses of the metropolis from the
goldfields. We all rejoice at the prosperity
of the gold mining industry, and we should
all agree that an industry which gives em-
ployment to so many men, whieh produees
a commodity for which there is always a
ready market and which the nations of the
world are anxious to secure, should be en-
couraged in every possible way. Far bet-
ter is it to encourage and assist an indus-
try which provides so much employment
and produces a commodity about the mar-
keting of which there is no difficulty, than
to holster up industries which are of prob-
lematical value and may not be of great
importance to us. Wheat, wool, timber,
gold, frmit, efc, are primary prodwnets of
paramount importance to the State, for
without them our secondary industries and
public utilities would not be worth much.
I have already referred to the building
trade. On the goldfields the building trade
is booming, but unfortunately the shortage
of houses is cansing a great deal of haril-
ship and distress. Rents on the goldfields
in many instaneces are altogether too high.
We have on the statnte-hook a Reduction
of Rents Act. That Aet, applied to the
goldfields, is an absurdity. It reduces rents
of leases made when times were not nearly
as good as they are now, and does nothing
to regulate weekly tenaneies or leases en-
tered into since the passing of the Aect.

Hon. J. Cornell: I think it applies to
two hotels all told.

Hon, R. G. MOORE: The hon. memher
is wrong: it applies to more. If it appliel
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to two, that would be two too many. On
the goldfields we are confronted with the
anomaly of a person having a lease taken
under normal conditions and then, because
things became abnormal in other parts of
the world, having the rent reduced. Yet
that person’s next door neighbour can have
his rent inereased 100, 200 or 300 per cent.;
in fact the sky is the limit. The Act should
never have been applied to the goldfields in
its present form, but some action is neces-
sary to contrel rents on the goldfelds. I
realise that such a question bristles with
difficulties, but something should be done
to afford tenants a better deal,

Hon. G. Fraser: Would you favour a
fair rents court?

Hon, R. G. MOORE: I would favour any-
thing that would ensure to tenants a bet-
ter deal than they are getting at present.
My strictures regarding high rents do not
apply to everybody. Some landlords are
letting honses for one-half the rentals that
they could obtain, but such landlords con-
stitute a minority. To provide additional
housing aceommodation, I have advocated
extending the operations of the Workers’
Homes Board to the Eastern Goldfields. In
my opinion that would be a good step for
the Government to take. Tt would not only
relieve the congestion that now exists but
would have a good moral effect upon the
people concerned. I should like to stress
that point. In some instances an owner
has Ieased a property to a tenani and the
tenant has sub-let it and has become far
more rapacious than ever the owner was.
I know of a tenant who has leased a pro-
perty for £2 10s. a week. He put in a
partition to form two shops and is now
collecting £5 a week for each of those
shops.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He is doing well.

Hon. R, G. MOORE: Extraordinarily
well. There is no legislation to control that
sort of thing. I appreciate the difficulty ot
dealing with the matter, but there should
he some way to deal with it. Recently
an award was given to the miners under
which they reccived an industry allowanee
of 12s5. per week. On the face of if, one
would conclude that the miners would be
hetter off in consequence, but many of them
are not as well off as they were hefore
because that industry allowance has ve-
solved itseif into a landlord allowanet.
Whereas landlords were getting perhaps
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15s. a week for their houses previously,
many of them are now getting 30s.

Hon, G. W. Miles: A rent of 13s. must
have applied in the depression time.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I tell the hon. mem-
ber that 15s. was a fair rent for those
houses.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It must have been a
very poor type of house.

Hon. J. Cornell: A house bought for £50
is bringing in 30s. a week rent.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Bought during the de-
pression.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: The houses I have
in mind were not bought during the depres-
sion.

Hon, G. W. Miles: I mean when the gold-
fields were experiencing the depression—
before the premium on gold.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: It is true that, at
the time teferred to by the hon. member,
people were leaving the goldfields and rents
became abnormally low. I am not suggest-
ing that very low rents should be charged;
I suggest a fair rent, not an extortionate
rent. I know something of property on the
goldfields; I own a little of it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why does not private
enterprise build houses if suech handsome
rents can be obtained?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Private people are
building houses.

Hon, I. J. Holmes: If they will not pay
their ineome tax, they will not pay their
rent.

Hion, R. G. MOORE: They pay their in-
come tax and their rent. I read in {he
Press that the Taxation Department were
sending officials to the geldfields to see if
they could colleet more taxation.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You have ne ohjee-
tion to that, have vou?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I notice that an
officer is also bheing sent to Meeka-
tharra and Wilona. If the Taxation
Department intend to get buy in
any goldfields town, attention shonld
be given to everv town. T have no doubt
that there are some people in all paris of
the State who ave evading the payment of
income tax. T commend the Taxation De-
partment for doing their duty, so long as
they do it properly and treat all people
alike. I do not ask for special treatment
for the goldfields people. T do not ask the
Government te do anything for the gold-
fields that is not heing done for other parts
aof the State, but T do ask the Government
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to do as much for the goldfields. Suvely
that is only a fair proposition. Mr. Miles
asked why private enterprise did not build
houses to meet the shortage. Privale people
are building houses as fast as they can, but
does not that apply equally to other dis-
tricts where the Workers’ Homes Board have
undertaken the building of houses?

Hon. G. W. Miles: There is more pexr-
maneney here than on the goldfields.

Hon. R. . MOORE: But not so much
money. It is possible to pay for a house
with money, but not with permanency. I
do not ask that claborate houses be built.
All T ask is that reasonably comtfortable
places he erected so that people ean pay for
them at a reasonable rate. Quite a nmumber
of people would he prepared to undertake
that responsibility if the Governinent only
had sufficient faith to spend a little money
on the goldfields.

Hon. G. W, Miles: The people up there
should ohey the laws of the country.

Heon, R. G. MOORE: T merely ask the
Government to do what private enterprise
is doing, namely, show a little faith in the
goldfields. There arc other people who do
not obey the laws of the country.

Hon. G. W. Miles: In other parts the
people do not defy the conrt.

The Honorary Minister: What would be
the cost of a suitable house there?

Hen. R. G. MOORE: A suitable house
could be built for £400 or £500.

Hon. II. 8. W. Parker: What rent would
he obtained for that?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: If a private person
built it, the rent would he 30s. or £2 per
week.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: I mean a reason-
able rent.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I consider that a
reasonable rent should permit of its heing
paid off in ahout eight years. That could
and would be dene. From what I can gather,
people who ought to know believe the price
of gold will remain fairly high for the next
16 years. We know that there is move
stability on the goldfields at present than
has prevailed for guite a long time. It
would he a good gesture on the part of the
Government to put a eurb on the landlords
and give the workers a little of the con-
sideration to which they are entitled. Re-
garding the financial emergency tax, income
tax and other taxes, we know very well that
the goldfields are more prosperous than arve
other parts of the State, and this meaus that
the Government are obtaining more revenue
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from the goldfields than from other parts.
I am not asking the Government to do any-
thing for the goldficlds in the shape of char-
itv., I mervely ask them to put into opera-
tion the scheme that operates in other parts
ut the Siate. If the Government did that,
they would get their money hack, together
with a reasonable rate of interest.

Hon. H. 5. W, Parker: To clear off the
purchase of a £300 house in eight vears
would require a payment of £3 a week, in-
cluding rates, taxes and insurance,

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I think the hon.
member must have worked that out as some
of the landlords have worked out their
rents.

Hon. H. 8. YW. Parker: Ten per cent. is
needed for the upkeep of a wooden house.

Hen, R. G, MOORE: Government officials
could work that out for themsclves. The cost
of a house is not so high on the gold-
fields as m the metropolitan area.
I know of a house built of wood within the
last few months in Laverton, where
costs are higher than on the goldfields.
The total cost of the house was £500. It was
built for a road heard seeretary, and it is
yutte a decent little residence. The material
is jarrah. Outside, the building is partly
jarrah and parfly asbestos. Inside, it 1ig
lined with plaster board; and it has jarrah
flooring.

Hon. G. 'W. Miles: That house was built
for my friend Peter Buek.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: The same class of
houze would be suitable in other parts of the
goldfields. It is time that the Government
~tepped in to assist. If the problem is not
too hard for them to solve, its solution would
considerably ease the position. There are
many ways in which assistance to mining ean
be effected. I do not refer to assisting hig
mines well established and in full swing, but
outhack mines in the early stages. The pro-
vision of water supplies and ¢rushing facili-
tics and assistance to prospectors are the
best means of advancing the industry. In
many districts the Government have pro-
vided crushing facilities, but there are still
some centres where such facilities are not
available, and would he of great benefit to
prospectors and eventually to the State.
Some time ago there was an agitation for
the catablishment of a State battery at
Leonora. The Government sent an expert to
go round the shows and =ee how much ore
was available, and of what values, in order
to decide whether the installation of a bat-
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tery was worth while. This genius reported
that the ore was not of sutlicient value to
warrant the erection of a State hattery.
Since then three or four of the shows from
whieh the bulk of the ore was o come lave
been developed, and the company intend to
grect batteries on three of them. Yei the
genius sent along by the Government re-
ported that there was not enongh ore at the
place to keep one battery going. He reminds
me of a certain Roval Commission that dealt
with the question of wheatgrowing in the
Esperunce district.  The then Government
wanted the Agricultural Bank to advance
money on Esperance lands. The Bank abso-
lutely vefused to do so, and refused more
than once. Then the Government of the day
appointed a Roval Commission to go into
the gyuestion. The Royal Commission re-
ported that Esperance lands were suitable
for wheat produetion. Thervupon the Gov-
ernment built a railway and established
water snpplies, and said to the Bank authori-
ties, “You have to assist those seftlers now
in order that the railway may he made to
pay.” That was the result of the work of
one Royal Commission. Now as regards men
who work in the mipes, and the Workers’
Compensation Act and the Mine Workers'
Reliet Fund. As vegards workers” comn-
pensation, in the first instance miners have
to o to a Government laboratory to be ex-
amined. Thev must obtain a certificate that
they arve clean, and one hundred per cent.
well, before they can get employment on the
mines. Thereafter they have to come up
periodically for examination. If the lab-
oratory notifies a man that he has developed
silicosis, he is advised to get out of the
mining industry, The laboratory teltz him
two things: “You have silicosis: it is not in
an advanced or dangerous stage, but you
should get out of the industry, and we ad-
vise you to get out.” If the man goes out
of the industry, he is in this position, that he
knows mining huat knows nothing else. He
has been brought up as a miner, and he has
ne other occupation at his  finger-tips.
Neverthelesz the lahoratory advises hiw to
go into a crowded labowr market and look
for a job. There is no compensation what-
ever for him, He may have been in the
mines for 20 or 30 or any number of vears,
during all of which time workers’ compensa-
tion insurance was being paid on his helialf.
The laboratory tells him to 2o ont of the in-
dustry while the going is gond, and to tramp
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the country for 2 job. Someone has to do
the miner’s work or else the mines must be
closed down altogether. Sometimes I think
thai this would be the best course, that the
wining industry is not worth the toll it takes
of human life and human happiness. Un-
fortunately so long as men are logking for
work and are willing to work, men will
be found ready to work in the mines.
They know the risk involved, but that
does not affect the issue for them. They dn
the job, and premiums are paid for work-
ers’ compensation on their behalf. [ con-
sider that the Workers’ Compensation Act
should inelude a provision giving the miner
some inducement to quit the industry after
he has leen notified that be has silicosis
early. At present, no compensation is paid
in such circumstanees, and no other job is
guarvanteed the man if he leaves the mining
industry. One of ftwo things happens:
either the man goes out of the industry and
lives on the dole, or he ¢oes back into the
industry until such time as he becomes elig-
ible for compensation. There should be
some inducement to miners to get out of the
industry while theve is a reasonable chance
of regaining health. The ideal on which
the advice to leave the industry is based is
quite all right. The miner affected with sili-
cosis early is advised to go on the land, in
the expectation that he will have better
health there and will be able to provide a
living for himself in his old age. Unfor-
tunately, however, the disease develops
quickly, and frequently the miner is unable
to stand up to a day’s work on the land.
Moreover, the man who is one hundred per
eent. fit on the farm and knows farming.
still eannot make a suecess of it to-day. Then
what chance of success has the man without
experience and with silicosis? I do not ask
that the Government should pay anything
towards compensating such cases. The Gov-
ernment do not paxv a penny towards it
now. Another weakness of existing legis-
Iation T wish to stress is that a man may
work 20 vears or longer for a big mining
company and be eovered by insurance dur-
ing the whole of the period, so that if any-
thing happens to him a certain amount of
compensation is paid, whercas in the case
of a small mine the management may fail
to insure the miner. The miner goes fo the
iovernment Laboratory and learns that he
i= suffering from advanced silicosis or from
tuberculosis, or perhaps from both. TUpon
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applying for compensation, he finds be is
not insured. He also finds that the em-
plover 15 a man of straw, and not worth
suing. The consequence is that the man,
who has been covered by insurance for
many vears, eventually has to walk out
without receiving anything except the pay-
ment from the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund,
whieh is less than the old-age pension. So
there is not mueh compensation about that
feature. The Workers' Compensation Act
should include a section making it compul-
sory for a ininer to notify a Government
officer when he changes his employer; and
then the onus shouid be on the Government
to see that the new employer has the man
insured. The law makes it compulsory for
an cleetor ehonging his address to notify
the Chief Electoral Officer of the change, I
he does not do so, he is liable to be fined
up to £2.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I know that in the
shearing industry confraets require the sta-
tion owner to eover men who do not pro-
duce an insurance policy.

Hon. R. ¢, MOORE: That is right, and
as 1t should he. However, T suppose in
practice it 1s like ineome tax returns in the
metropotitan aren. The rendeving of those
reburns is legally compulsory, but a great
many metropolitan avea residents are nof
paying income tax.

Member: Ts not that so on the goldfields?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Therc may he eases
on the fields. My suggestion does nol in-
volve much trouble or any heavy expendi-
ture, and it would safeguard the miner by
keeping him insured. A ease in point came
under my notice quite recently. Some
miners had been working for an employer
over a period of wears, and had
been ecovered all the time. Then ther
went- fo work for another emplover,
and eventually were turned down ahso-
lutely as regards compensation beecaunse
the second emplover was a man of straw.
Everv emplover is supposed to insure his
emplovers, but it is not always done.

Hon. J..J. Holmes: There can be a prose-
cution,

Hon, R, G. MOORE: How would that
assist the employees concerned? The nee-
lectful emplover could be imprisoned or
hanged: it would not assist the employec!

Hon. 3. J. Holmes: How are you fo get
over the diffieulty?
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Hon. R. G. MOORE: In the manner I
have already snggested. It should be made
compulsory for every employee to notify a
a Government official when he changes his
employment, and the onus should be placed
on the Government to see thai the new em-
ploxver insures the man.

Hon, J. Cornell: The existing legisla-
tion throws the onus back for a period of
fwo years upon the emplovers to do that.

Houn. R. G. MOORE: But if we were
to place that onus upon the Government, it
would not cost much.

Hon. J, M. Macfarlane:
unions?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: The unions might
watch the position, but so often the posi-
tion is not known until something happens,
and then the discovery is made that the
unfortunate employee, who was injured, was
not covered by insurance. The Govern-
ment should intrednce amending legisia-
tion along the lines I have suggested. Some
references have been made to industrial
troubles on the goldfields during the pre-
sent vear. I will not say much about that
phase heecause some trouble still exists
there, and if I have learnt anything since
T have been a member of this Chamber, it
is that in some matiers a wise head
carrtes a dumb tongue. 1 suggested long

What about the

aze  that there should be a round
table econference, that hoth emplovers
and employveess shouldd put all their

cards on the table, discnss their respective
peints of view and endeavour to reach an
amicable settlement. What is required more
than anything else is better relationship he-
twesn emplover and employee. It is im-
possible to get the best out of diseontented
men. nor can the best treatment be received
from dizcontented employvers. Tt cuts both
wayvs. The emplover is made of the same
stnfl as the employee; both are human; each
wanis fo get as much as he can for his
money and each wants a fair deal.  The
trouble is that so often the emplovee is
taught to regard emplovers generally as his
enemies, who are out to do the workers an
injury.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Is that what is hap-
pening now?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: That is what has
happened for a long time.

Hon. J. I. Holmes: The
Court created that position.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: With all its faults,
I think we should retain the Arbitration

Arbitration
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Court, because that seems to me the hest
method by which industrial disputes may
be deait with. 1t has been said that one
party sceures the benefit and the other party
is persecuted. There may be some fruth in
that in some respects, and if it 15 neces-
sary to amend the Aect to make it more
workable, let us do that, but do not let us
scrap the whole measure. It is a compara-
tively easy matier for an employer in a
smull way to gain the confidence of his
employees and cojoy a good spirit of under-
standing with tbem, but it is not so easy
when dealing with a large body of men.
1f it were possible to secure move friendly
relatiouships between employers and the
workers, it would be beneficial to all. Degl-
ing with the agrienitural industry, I realise
that the farmers have experienced most
trying times.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: 'They are still ex-
periencing a bad time.

- Hon. R. G. MOORE: Yes. If any pro-
posal can be advanced that will be of prac-
tical nssistauce to the farmers, I shall be
only too pleased to give my support, but
T do not feel capable of advancing any puc-
posal along those lines myself.

Hon. 4. J. Holmes: Would vou include
the pastoralists as well?

Hon. R. G. MOORE: Yes, all primmy
producers. T support the second readivy
of the Bill

HON. J." NICHOLSON (\etropolitan)
[5.52]: The Bill i1z framed along similar
lines to the Supply Bill that wns placed he-
fore us at the romunencement of the session
last vear. T have compured the two meas-
ures, and they are almost word for word.
Therefore, in submitfing the Supply Bill to
us, the Chief Secretary is asking us to auth-
orise what we agreed fo last year.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: And to act as we
have done for many years past.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX : T was dealing with
the actual fizures more particularly, We un-
derstand that supply is essential, and there
iz much to he said for the observation by Mr,
Holmes regarding the advisability of having
the money in hand hefore we actually spend
it. T can [Loresee difficulties for Govern-
ment= in that. as in this instance, the Gov-
ernment have alveady spent some of the
money respecting which they seek formal
authorisation. Tt is necessary to have the
money if we ave to witness the maintenanre
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ot industrial enterprises that we desire. Re-
ferences were made by Mr. R. G. Moore ‘o
the Industrial Arhitration Aet, which, he
contended, should be maintained. Last night
My, Cornell said that there were some sec-
tions of the men on the goldfields who would
not care If the Arbitration Aect were
scrapped. That does not seem a very healthy
state of affairs for an industrial community,
for any State or for any Government. It
must give the Government cause for mnech
concern, for naturally they are just as anx-
ions as we are to see the best results achieved
in industry. If the wheels of industry can
be maintained, it is good for the State and
our revenue will inerease and there will he
greater prospects of the Government receiv-
ing money that they so mueh desire, When
the Arbitration Act was originally placed
before Parliament—I think it was abont
1900—it was regarded as the dawn of a new
era, when it was hoped that peace in in-
dustry would be established.

Hon. G. V. Miles: That legislation was
introduced before ever a Labour Govermnent
was thought of in Western Australia.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON : Precisely. I am
at one with other hon. members in my de-
sire to see industrial peace maintained, and,
in the eireumstances, I agree it would prob-
ably be unwise to serap an Act of which we
have had a certain amount of experience,
and perhaps experiment with some other for-
mula less Jikelv to achieve the desired re-
sult. What T find fanlt with is that the Aci
has been so framed as not to be impartial in
ifs application as it should be, TRespect
should be paid to the Act by both employer
and employee, and that respect shounld he ex-
tended to the Arbitration Court as well. If
the Court’s awards and decisions are set
aside or not adhered to, or if the Court’s in-
tervention in times of industrial unrest is
not accepfed hy the parties concerned, we
merely revert to chaotie conditions, and the
sooner the Act is serapped the better.

Hon. J, .J. Holmes: Have we not reach2d
that stage?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON :
pozsihle to avoid it.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Tt is long overdue.

Hon. J. NTCHOLSON: 1 believe some-
thing can still be done to instil grenter re-
spect for the Act and the Court.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Iz that not for the
Government to do?

T hope it will he
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Ion., J. NICHOLSON: I would ask the
CGrovernment to see to it that it was done,
and also urge the Government to sce that
each party to an award observed its pro-
vigions, necessary action following in the
event of any failure on the part of either
party in that respect. If that were done it
would remove the canses of complaint, which
I regard as just, and which has been men-
tioned by other members. In that way, we
would do good hecause we would demon-
strate, in the first place, that the Court was
established, and therefore must be respected.
Its awards must be obeyed, and if they are
not obeyed punishment must follow.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Has not the court
power to enforee its awards?

Hon., J. NICHOLSON: The court has
certain powevs, but it is necessary for action
to be taken on the motion of somebody,
so as to bring it before the court. Punish-
ment will then be exacted. If prosecutions
are taken out by one party to the award
against the other, instead of creating that
friendly spirit which we all wish o see in
industry the starting of those proceedings
ereates an embittered feeling.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Cannot we amend the
Act to give the conrt power to go ahead?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: That may be so,
but I have not all the provisions of the Act
at my finger ends. I suggest to the Gov-
ernment that if an amendment should be
necessary to give the court power o enforee
its awards and orders at the request of
either party, probably something could be
done in that way so as to simplify the pro-
cedure and avoid the necessity of the Gov-
ernment taking the aetion. I do not wish
to bring in the Government and make them
take the action.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did not the presi-
dent of the court eall a compulsory confer-
ence, and did not the men set him at defi-
ance?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T incidently
grauted that when, a little while ago, I re-
marked that those who refused to accept
the intervention of the eourt should be dealt
with. The president of the court did inter-
vene, and he tried to get the parties to-

eether, but the men refunsed to accept his

intervention.

Hon. J. Cornell:
said there?

Do you know what he
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Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you think we
onght to maintain a court that ecannot en-
foree its own awards?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: When a court
cannot enforce its awards it becomes inept
and uscless as an instrument for the pur-
poze for which it was created.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is not that the posi-
tion to-dav?

Hon. J, XICHOLSQON: 1t looks very
mmnch like thai. hut 1 am hopeful that the
position may be improved, so that we mav
still have that spirit between emplover ang
employvee which is in the best interests of
the community. I desire to bring the two
parties (ogether and ereafe that spirit of
conciliation which is most desirable. Origin-
ally the Aet was  entitled, “The Indus-
trial Avhitration and Coneciliation Aect,” but
the Title has been shortened to “Industrial
Arbitration Aet”  When considering rev-
enue, we look not only to the realms of
taxation. but also to other sources, such as
revenue derived from the varions activities
of the State. We have as the major State
activity our railwavs. One is pleased to sec
from the published report that there was
an improvement in railway revenue during
the vear just ended, an improvement of
approximately £176,000. The leader in the
“West Australian™ to-day ealled attention
to this revenue and pertinently asked how
much of this improvement can he szaid to
be due fo the Transport Co-ordination Aect.
That Aet was debated at considerable length
in this House, and probahly it would be very
difficult at this stage for cither the Railway
Department or the Transpart Board fo say
exactly how much of the improved revenue
can be attributed to the introduetion of that
Act. The face remains that there is an im-
provement, and if must give great satisfac-
tion to the Commissinner of Railwavs and
his officers. The very high capitalisation of
the railways is a dilficulty long recognised
and is caleulated to prevent the earning of
interest and sinking fund which one desires
to see in all State concerns. Despite that,
we find thaf in many railways that have
been aunthorised, there is a total unlikeli-
hood of their carning sufiicient to pay their
actual capital cost, quite apart from help-
ing the general secheme of railwavs. That
diffieulty has heen ereated through many
of our lines havine been constructed in local-
ities where there i3 not the necessary volume
of trade at present. althouzh no doubt there
i= a hope thai traffic will inerense and im-
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jrove the position generally. We have on
the one hand the building of roads, many
of lhem running alongside the railways
and competing with the railways, and on
the other hand we have the Transport Co-
ordination Aet to repress many of those
people who had established themseives in
the carrying of goods along those roads.
But those people were able to carry goods
at o lesser rate than the railways, due, no
doubt to the improved condifion of the
roadls.

Hon. K. 1. Gray: You do not suggest
we should not have good country roads?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No, it is a good
thing; but the position is that those
people established themselves in order to
give certain service to those requiring it,

The Honerary Minister: Do you think
that was the reason? R

Hon. J. NICHOLBOX: Yes, it was the
chief factor in inducing those people to
establish themselves. The goods were lifted
from the store in Perth and delivered at
farm or station so many miles away, the
alternative being that the goods had to he
sent from the city store to the railway sta-
tion, and forwarded to the siding to which
they were consigned, after which the owner
of the goods had to come many miles to
lift his goods at the siding. The owner often
found considerable difficuliy in being at the
siding when his goods arrived. Consequently
losses have been reported of goods deliv-
ered at unattended sidines, and the personz
to whom the goods were consigned have
had to bear the loss. T am trying to show
why it is that people prefer to have their
coods sent by motor vehiele: it was largely
due to the fact that the motor vehicle was
the safer, cheaper and ¢uicker form of
transport for those awaiting goods. The
Railway Department, as a common carrier,
earried goods at the risk of the owners
of those goods. One knows the inconveni-
ence that many country prople are put to
in coming in long distances from their
farms to unattended sidings.

Heon. J. J. Holmes: The Transport Co-or-
dination Act would never have been passed
but for the fact that we authorised so
many agricultural railways which shonld
never have been huilt.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hen. J. NICHOLSOXN : Before tea I was
deseribing the difference between the faci-
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lities provided hy motor vehicles in deliv-
ering goods practically from door to door,
and the facilities afforded by the railways.
Anyone desirous of having goods trans-
ported from one peint to another, without
ineonvenience, and delivered to the final
destination without risk of loss such as is
evident in eonnection with railway trans-
port, cannot be blamed for giving prefer-
ence to motor vehicles, Railway companies
in the Old Country are now recognizing
the importance of the competition of road
transport, and the extent to which it is
affecting their freights. These companies
have rizen to the occasion and have bhe-
come interested in many of these rond-
carrying companies, and in a large mea-
sure have been able to control the diver-
sion of business, They have now come to
view road transport vehicles as a means
of feeding the railways. They are
offering facilities whereby the freight is
lifted from one point and delivered at the
other, just as the road vehicle does, and at
the same time are able to feed their rail-
ways and prevent a lot of competition. I
am not blaming the Commissioner or his
staff for the situation that has grown up
with our State railways. The Com-
nissioner and his staff have a lheavy
load to carry and have to administer
the Aet as it is. They have under their
control, lines that are almost dead, and are
working against odds that are probably not
present in other private concerns elsewher:.
It is the Government that is to blame, nat
the management of the railways. T am re-
ferring to all State Governments who have
had control from time to time. They are
to blame for vot recognising the advance
that has taken place in the times, for n-t
keeping pace with the times, and taking
advantage of the opportunities offering. In-
stead of doing that, they put throungh the
Transport Co-ordination Aet, which seck.
to impose heavy license fees on road
vehicles and to restrain people from carry-
ing out their work. There should be more
co-ordination between the Government rail-
ways and those who are engaged in voad
transport, so that the facilities I speak of
may he provided for the public generally.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Are you advoeating a
State transport serviee?

Hon. J. NXICHOLSOXN : There should be
more co-ordination hetween these services.
We should not absolutely stop private en-
terprise, ns is the case now, and compel
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people to send their goods 1o a certain
point, and then make arrangements to Lave
them lifted. One must not feel disappeinted
that a merchant who finds it neecessary to
send goods from one point to another should
prefer transport by any other method than
the railways. The system is interfering with
the success of the railways to a greater
extent than has been recognised. I suggest
the consideration of something in the diree-
tion I have indicated, to see if we cannot
follow in the footsteps of eompanies in the
Old Counfry., I believe the Government
would sooner see those who have freight to
provide eoming forward voluntarily and
putting that freight in the bands of the
railways to transport, instead of heing
forced to do so by means of .the Transport
Co-ordinatton Act. There is a good deal to
be said for keeping the goodwill of the
people. When the Government set up in
business, they should mareh with the limes,
and meet the needs of the people who have
to bhe supplied. A little while ago my atten-
tion was drawn to an artiele which appeared
in the Press in conneclion with the electri-
fication of many important railways in Lhe
Old Country, I refer to this because of
what one sees on our own suburban railway
system  hetween Fremantle and Midland
Junction. We ofien see almost empty trains
while the buses are well patronised. Such
a matter should receive the attention of
everyone c¢oncerned. T know that some
thonght was given to the question of elee-
trifving the railways some years ago, the
section hetween Fremantle and Midland
Junction. At the time it was felt that the
Government had not the money with which
to earry out the work. When one reads of
the great benefit which has been derived
from the adoption of more up-to-date
methods of travel in the 0ld Country, we
are naturally impelled to bring that matter
under the notice of the Government. T
will read the article to which T have re-
ferred. The headings are, “Ideas do pay,”
“What a Great Railway has done,” “A Road
of recovery for the Iron Road.” <These are
notable words and are very suitable for the
oceasion. We know that our passenger ser-
vice between Fremantle and Midland Junc-
tion is not the suceess it ought to be. It
is not the success it used to he before the
days of road transport. The article (hen

proceeds—

We wonder if any more striking example
can be shown of the benefits of electricity in
trangport than the experience of the Southern
Ra_ifway,
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Nearly five pas-engers travelled on the elec-
trified area last year for every four in 1932,
while over half s million more made the jour-
ner between Brighton and London. The in-
crease in revenue from passengers over the
whole system amounted to £321,000 no less than
£150,600 heing carned by the new electric ser-
VICeS.

In signalling electricity has saved huge
sums, and has been far more efficient as well,
Thougl many more trains have been running,
200 signal-boxes have been closed at a saving
of £40,000 a year.

“ance 1927 the Southern Railway has in-
ercased its passengers by 26,000,000 and de-
ereased its expenditure by nearly £4,000,000,

It is a wonderful story of what intelligent
foresight can  accomplish, and we trust the
other hig railway companics who used to scorn
the Sonthein will follow the fine example this
compiny has set them. The recovery of the
Southern Railway may be confidently described
as one of the remarkable industrial events of
this century.

Naturally considering the times thvough
which we are still passing and the difficul-
ties of finanece, it may he asked where is the
money to come from? The thought entered
my mind to make a suggestion again to the

Government regarding the question of fry-

ing to find the money. It was this: In con-
neetion with the Federal Aid Roads Agree-
ment made in 1923 members will recollect
" the Federal Government Jaunched a scheme
to provide £335,000,000 for road construe-
tion, the payment to be spreald over a
period of 10 years. Under the original
agreemeni the States were to pay 15s. for
cvervy £1 provided by .the Commounwealth
Government and the contribution which was
to be made hy the FPederal Government
amounted to £20,000,000 leaving the other
£15,000,000 to he eontributed by the States.
The £20,000,00 was raised by the imposi-
tion of a special tax of 2d. per gallon on
petrel, but in 1931 as the result of a eonfer-
ence hetween the States and the Common-
wealth, an alteration was made in the agree-
ment and the States were relieved of the
provision of the 15s. At the same time the
dnty on petrol was inereased to T%d, a
gallon. That apparently is the fund pro-
viding the monev required to carry out the
Federal Aid Roads Agreement. I am told
that last vear the amount received by the
Commonwealth was about £7,000,000 and
out of that onlvy £2.000,000 was distributed
amongst the States for the purposes of the
agreement. From the inception of the
agveement until last vear the Federal Gov-
ernment have had a surplus from that
fund of approximatelr £13,460.000, The
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question that occuved to me is whether there
could not be some further consideration
given at a conference between the States
and the Commonwealth regarding the re-
allocation of that money, so that the rail-
ways, which in many instances are so far
behind what we recognise as modern condi-
tions, could be hrought up to date to com-
pete more effeetively with road transport. [
do not see why some portion of this huge
surplus could not be diverted to apply to-
wards the useful purpose of improving our
railway system, whether it e by electrifiea-
tion of the suburban lines or an improve-
ment of all lines. Take for instance a line over
whiel T have oceasion to travel, the railway
to Bridgetown. The time oceupied in cover-
ing that journey is far too long for any
modern railway,” remembering that by road
the distance ean be accomplished in about
half the time taken by the train. That is
an open invitation to people to say that
they prefer to travel by road in order to
obviate a needless waste of time. What I
am asking therefore is that the railways be
brought up to date, that the speed he aceele-
rated and as far as the suburban section is
concerned we shonld meet eompetition hy
adopting modern methods.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Wonld electrifica-
tion pav with our present population?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Smaller cars
would be used and fewer men would he em-
ploved. It would be wrong of e, how-
ever, to offer an opinion on the subject: I
would rather have the opiuion of an expert.
The matter is worth inguiring into. T am
merely speaking as a2 layman withont that
knowledge or experience which is so essen-
tial in these matters,

Hon. E. H. Grayv: People can get to
Perth hy bus while they are walking to the
railway station to catch a train,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I know there
are many people who live fairly close to the
railway who would rather walk the longer
distance at the present time to eatch a hus
becanse of the more rvapid and more fre-
quent transit. With an electrified system
trains could run regularly, one almost fol-
lowing the other. Long trains would not he
necessary and we would no longer see trains
ranning empty and at lengthy intervals.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: You are not suggest-
ing electrifying all our railways?
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Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: T snggest taking
one section first, that DLetween Perth and
Fremantle,

Hon. E. H. Gray: You cannot run rail-
ways and buses at the same time with our
Present populntion.

The Honorary Minister: The matter has
been looked into hefore now,

Hon. J. J. Holines: It took us all onr
bime to get money to provide power for the
metropolitan area.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: 1 have some re-
collection of the electrification having been
inquired into, and judging from the success
which has followed the clectrification of cer-
tain lines in the Old Country the question
is whether we can apply the system here.

Hon. C. . Elliott: There is certainly
something wrong with the existing system.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: It is behind the
times, and besides, people will not avail
themselves of a slow method of travelling.

Fon. J. J. Holmes: On your own show-
ing the Old Conntry has millions of people
to carry and we have only 400,000 in the
whole State.

Houn. .J. NICHOLSOXN: All these matters
will have to be inquired into. If we do nol
look ahead and meet the position we shall
only be carrying a heavy burden all the
time. If we can earry on the system with-
out loss with the aid of the electrifization
of the suburban lines we sball be render-
ing a good service. There is one move mat-
ter to which I should like to refer, and
it velates to -the improvement in the posi-
tion of owr factories. The output of the
factories for 1931-32 was £11186,941 and
a comparison of the namber of factories
shows that in 1931-32 they totalled 1,499
and in 1933-34, 1,606. The hands employed
in 1932-33 numbered 14,815 and in 1933-34
that figure increased to 16,195. To an ex-
tent that helped to absorb a certain num-
ber of our unemployed.

Hon. E. H, Gray: That is the result of
Labour rule.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The value of the
materials used in 1932-33 was £6,677,000
and in the following year £6,791,000. The
value of the output in 1932-33 was £12,-
327,000 and in 1933-34 that figure increased
to £12,877,000.

Hon. E. H. Gray: All that shows confi-
dence in the Government.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : It shows that the
people are determined to move ahead. T

[COUNGCIL.]

have quoted these figures because, as Mr.
Cornell mentioned yesterday, we are exper-
iencing great competition from the Lastern
States. Amongst the measures which are
to be submitted to us will be a Bill to
amend the Factories and Shops Aet. I
am inclined to think it is a good thing to
leave well alone in view of the difficulties
we have in getting factories established.
Some observations were made in the Press
the other day outlining the effect of the
proposed amendment to the Shops and Fae-
tories Act. Apparently the measure will
follow the lines of the Bill that came be-
fore us last session. That measure was
rejected. It dealt partly with what are
called backyard factories. We as a peopln
are endeavouring to make our way against
very heavy odds by reason of the eompe-
tition of Eastern States factories, and it
behoves us to weigh the position carefully
and give encouragement to the small man
to establish himself. We should not trv
to extinguish or repress him, but should
give him a chance to develop our industries.
The more secondary industries and fac-
tories we can establish in our midst, the
more Tacilities we shall be providing for
emploeyment and the greater the prosperity
that will acerne to the State. These are
matters that should be considered in view
of our diffieulties in establishing secondary
industries. One of the tragedies of life.
it will be admitted, is the serious position
in which the youth of the State is placed—
the diffienlty of getting him into some suit-
able employment. That diffieulty is in-
creased and enhanced by the fact that we
have not the avenues to provide for the
ahsorption of the boys as they leave school.
Here we have to establish farm schools,
ete., to provide them with a training %o
supplement that given by the technical col-
leges which, in itself, is not sufficient. T
believe that the apprenticeship board in
the building trades is desirous of helping
in every way, but contractors find a diffi-
culty because of the obligations imposed
and troubles occasioned throngh the con-
ditions placed on the employment of ap-
prentices. Difficulties undoubtedly exist,
and something should be done to remove
them. The apprenticeship board occupy
the position of masters of the boy, not
the contractor. If apprentices are to be
taught their trade, the contractors should
be unhampered by the conditions that now
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exist. If something could be done to re-
move many of the conditions that are im-
posed, there might be openings for more
boys than are employed at present.

The Honorary Minister: Can you indi-
cate what they are?

Hon. J, XICHOLSON:
gent time.

The Honorary Minister:
what they are?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I understand
that under many of the arbitration awards,
only a limited number of boys may be em-
ployed, sav, one apprentice to two journey-
men.

Hon.

Not at the pre-

Do you know

J. M. Macfarlane: It varies.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: TYes.

Hon. J. Cornell: T think it is the other
way round.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: One apprentice to
three journeymen jn somle instances.

The Honorary Minister: It depends on
the industry.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Precisely. Ths
boys are allowed to go to the technical
school to get certain training, but to my
mind it is only disconcerting and disturb-
ing to the training of a youth to be moving
him about instead of allowing him to con-
centrate on the ocenpation in which he is
engaged. I think that is a wrong system.
There should bhe only one master, namely
the contractor; otherwise there must be an
absence of discipline. It is impossible to
discipline the youth under existing condi-
ions. T shall not attempt to diseuss fhe
matter at greater lenecth, but it would be
worth while to consider the whole scheme
and review it. Present condifions are so
alarming that we are really compelled to do
something for the vouths.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why nob go back to
the old practice? Let the father take the
hov on the job and teach him the trade?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is a wise
suggestion. Such a youth would be inden-
tured in a proper way.

The Honorary Minister: I am afraid the
hon. member has not a very good knowledg=
of the condifions.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I shall be glad
to hear what the Minister bas to say. T
sugrest that the matter is well worthy of in-
quiry and investigation. The position that
exists is that there is a great deal of un-
employment amongst the vouth of our State,
far loo much, and the result is that we are
stmply allowing the youths to grow up as
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unskilled labourers. Conzequently when we
require skilled workmen or ariisans, we have
ic send for them from places outside. In-
stead of our own boys having the qualifi-
cations and being able to do the work, they
are redrafted into the field of unskilled
labourers. That is the position and it is
a calamity.

The Honorary Minister: It is unfortun-
ate, and it is a faet that not foo many boys
should be employved.

Hon. J. 3. Macfarlane:

The Honorary Minister:
want cheap labour.

Hon. J. XICHOLSOX: Tbat is prob-
ably where the mistake is made. A concep-
tion exists that every man who employs boys
wants them simply for cheap labour. Ii
the point were examined more thoroughly
it would be realised that boys in any trade
can do only a certain amount of the pre-
liminary work. No one can say that a boy
can do a man's job It is useless to send
a boy to do a man’s job.

Hon. J. Cornell: Except driving a motm
Car.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : He might do that,
but we do not want boys to drift into ave-
nues of that sort. It would be better for
hoys to possess the skill and knowledge and
nualifications of some trade, and then they
would be betler equipped for life.

The Honorary Minister: I suppose you
agree that they should be property trained,
not half-trained ¢

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, but there
should not be a division of control. There
must be diseipline, and that ean be enforced
only by the master. A eaptain of a ship
is in eommand and his orders have to be
obeved, hut when boys are placed under the
control of a body other than the master T
am afraid it is impossible to secure proper
discipline.

The Honorary Minister: I should” like
you to explain what yon mean by econtrol.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: T was referring
to the hwilding trades. 1 have not spoken
to anyhody interested in the frade, but T
vecently read a statement by a confractor
who said that the bhoys made complaints
to the apprenticship board. A hoy might
do =omething he should not have done, and
he chided for it, and a eomplaint is made.
The eontractor said thal masters were doing
their best to teach the boxs their trade, but
it became impossible unless there was dis-
cipline. Discipline is necessary in any voea-

Why?
Because they
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tion. When at school a boy has to obey
the schoolmaster, and when the boy enters
a trade, discipline is necessary there jusi
as mueh as at school.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: If we pass the Regiz-
tration of Builders’ Bill, they will be in a
better position to take apprentices.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not propose
to speak further except to say that T shall
support the second reading.

HON. E. H. ANGELO {North) [813]:
During this debate several wmembers
have rveferred o matters mentioned in the
Lieut.-Governor's Speech.  Perhaps T may
be permitted te mention one matter that
does not appear in the Npeech. [ was
very disappointed to find no reference giv-
ing any indieafion of the Government's
attitude towards the future control and
administration of the far North, particularly
that portion whieh lies to the north of the
20tk parallel of latitude. Three years ago
the Grovernment appointed an advisory coun-
eil which consisted of the North-West mem-
bers of this Chamber, the four NorthaWest
members of another place, drawn from beth
sides of the House, and representatives of
the pastoral industry and business people.
They made numerous recommendations rve-
garding the present method of control, sug-
gesting relief where relief was due and
suggesting ways of improving present con-
ditionz. When they cowme to the gunestion of
the future development of the North, they
could make only one recommendation. The
committee seemed to realise that the develop-
ment and peopling of the Nimberleys—that
is the part to whieh I refer—was going to
be a very expensive matter, and they realised
that it could not he undertaken by the West-
ern Australian Government alone.  There-
fore they suggested that the Wesiern Aus-
tralian Government should hring the matter
under the notice of the Commonwealth Gov.
ernment and the Tmperial Government and
see whetlier some assistance eould not be
made available to try to people the huge
emptv spaces of the far North, Within the
last few vears we have seen how Japan
has gone into Mancharia for one reason, and
one reason only, namely, to make room for
her overerowded people. To-day we find
Ttaly apparently determined to go into
Ahyseinia.  Italy wants more land for her
teeming millions. Even Australia iz men-
tioned in the telezram Ervom Italv. Tt iz =aid

[COUNCIL.]

that Australia 12 no good as a place to whieh
to send her surplus people, because, in a
generation or twu, they become Australians,
We know that Germany is agitating for a
return ob her colonies for one purpose and
one purpose only, namely, to make room for
her surplus people.  Mr. Cornell, speaking
Inst night, said that the greatest yuestious
confronting the world to-day were the ques-
tion of marketing and that of lamd ftor the
surplus inhahitants of these various nations.
In our far North we have an area the size of
the British Isles, with only a few hundred
people. | am perfectly certnin that the
tand-hungry natiens ave looking with envious
eves on those thousand wmiles of eoastline
absolutely uninhahited, are looking at those
ten or a dozen beautiful harbours we have
in the North untouched and unopened, and
at the something like a third of a million
square miles of country there. It is said by
some people that our North could not earry
a population.  But that is absolute nonsense.
Why is the North producing those hundreds
of thousands of eattle and sheep? The
Notth teems with game. The seas adjacent
to its shores teem with fish. Every oppor-
tunity ig there of obtaining land for milltons
of people. And still these other nations are
taking up parts of the globe that already are
to some extent populated. This is too
dangerous a question to defer any longer.
Ever since 1 entered Parlioment I have
heard that the question of peopling our
North is to be dealt with, that the danger is
to be prevented, thot the menace to the Aws-
tralian nation is io Le done away with, that
we are going to people that part of Western
Austratia.  However, nothine is done. Last
menth T went along the coast as far as Dar-
win; of course, 1 had been up the coast
many times before. With the exception of
Gascovne, which is progressing and increas-
ing its population, the whole of our North
is going backwards. We had more people.
more cattle, and move sheep 25 wears ago in
the rest of the North-West than we have to-
day. Something must he done. T have
alwayvs been against the suggestion of hand-
ine over any¥ porfion of our North-West fo
the Commonwealth. T helieve that the more
land the Federal Government aequired, the
keener they would be for unification. But
nfter this last visit of mine to the North as
far as Darwin, T have had to change my
opinion. The other place hesides Carnarvon
that is being developed in our North is Dar-



[8 Avaust, 1935.]

win—under Federal rule. The difference be-
tween Darwin to-day, and Darwin as it was
when I visited it last year, is positively mar-
vellous. A garrison town has heen c¢reated
there; forts are being put up; the largest
aerodrome in Australia has just been com-
pleted there. Big hotels are being erected in
Darwin, and hundreds of houses are being
provided for the increased population. I
know ii is all done with Government money.

Hon. .J. Cornell: Do the Federal Govern-
ment treat our North-West in the same way
as they ftreat Darwin?

Hon, E. H. ANGELO: I am eoming to
that point. We must realise that we cannot
people the Kimberleys ourselves. I have
changed my opinion, since speaking in this
Chamber last year, for the very reason that I
find the Federal Government doing some-
thing, even though in one spot only, to pro-
teet our far North. If they will do it in that
one place, perhaps it would be better to
choose one of iwo evils and hand the far
North gver to the Commonwealth rather than
let some other nation have it, which is bound
to come unless we do something in the near
future. It has been suggested to-night that
the Premier shouid diseuss with the Federal
Government the building of a railway from
the Northern Territory to Wyndham. I do
request our Leader to see whether the Pre-
mier and his Ministers cannot go a little fur-
ther and have a heart-to-heart talk with the
Federal authorities to ascertain whether they
cannot be induced to bring in the Imperial
Government as well, if necessary. Bui ouec
thing we should realise: Western Australia
cannot afford to people its far North. That
15 going to take a tremendous amount of
money. Last night we heard how necessary
it 15 to have holding and fattening paddocks
in order to develop our beef industry. T am
confident we ean develop our heef industry.
I am certain that our heef industry one day
will be an excellent one, its existence ren-
dered necessary by a shortage of beef re-
quired in Cireat Britain, hecause every year
America is taking more beef, and no douhi
the Argentine will supply America, where-
upon England wili have to lock to her own
Dominions. The development of the beefl in-
dustry will require a great deal of money.
Tt is our duty to be honest and say to the
Federal Government, “We ecannot do the
work in the North, and so we invite you to
come in and help us do it. If you eannot
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come in, take the thing over.” .And the Im-
perial Government ought to he fold about it,
too. The empty North is not only a men-
ace to Wesiern Austraiia and Australia, but
also a danger to the safety of the British
Empire. 1f any other nation once gets a
foothold in any one part of our dominion,
the fact will only induce other nations to
go to other parts. T support the second
reading of the Bill,

HON, H. J YELLAND (East) [8.23]:
I shall not detain the House long in speak-
ing on the Bill, but I have been struck with
statements I heard in passing through the
city and eountry, such as “We have turned
the corner, and things are going on very
prosperously, and everything is well as re-
gards the future of Western Australia” I
cannot say I am quite so optimistic as are
my friends who have thus addressed me,
and I want to give one or two reasons why
I do not share their optimism. As I go
around the ¢ity I do find evidences of pros-
perity. For example, it is difficult to park
one’s car anyvwhere in the husiness portion
of the city at any time during business "
hours. Most of the cars parked are new
ears, and one wonders where all the capital
has come from to allow such seeming pros-
perity to he displayed about the city, But
when we get outhack, we have a different
tale to tell. People there find it almost im-
possible to come to the city bhecause of the
lack of prosperity that is evident through-
out the conniry districts. It is quite an
ordinary thing to find a family bhadly need-
ing holidays and recreation hut unable, be-
cause of lack of wherewithal, to leave their
farm and take relaxation by the seaside or
in the city. If that is the case, evidently
there must be an unbalanced condition as be-
tween the town and the country. T venture
to say that if we went closely into the ques-
tion, we shonld find that there are reasons
whieh explain the whole situation. The
agricultural reports, T think, cause us all
to agrec that the condifion of the agricul-
tural industry is of first importanee for the
consideration of any Government to-day,
because agrvicultwre is the hasis on which
the whole structure of our State finances
rests. Tf these are in a precarious condi-
tion, it must follow that our seeming pros-
perity is nothing less than fictitious.
If we have fictitious prosperity, a ealamity
must ensue sooner or later. I shall refer
presently to a remark of Sir Herbert Gepp
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in this regard when making his repovt on
his work as Wheat Commissioner. It may
he interesting to some hon. members to know
that to-day the farmer is paying, in the
shape of his intevest bill, 1s. 6d. per bushel
for every hushel of wheat produced through-
out the Commonwealth, while he is receiving
only about 2s. or 2s. 3d. per bushel. Hon.
members will see how mueh is left for the
carrving on of his farming operafions.

Hon. J. Cornell: The farmer is not pay-
ing that; he is owing it.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXID: It is due.

Hon. G. W. Miles: One shilling and six-
pence per hushel?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes.

Hon. G. W. Miles: For interest?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes,

Hon, J. Nicholson: That is on the deld.

Hon. H. J, YELLAND: On the amount
of debt due by the farmer to his creditors,
in the way of mouey that has heen loaned to
him and the deficit which has acennmiuiated
rapidly owing to the diffienlties whieh have
beset him during the past fonr or five years,
I have not checked the amount of inferest,
but I am given to understand that it is
1s. 6d. per bushel of wheat.

Hon. L. Craig: You are making wteat
responsible for all of it.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If we call upon
the wool industry to pay the debts of tie
farmer, it will take 8d. per pound of ail
the wool produced m Australia to pay the
farmer’s interest bill. That seems a colassal
charge.

Hon. J. XNicholson: This s not the
national deht you are speaking of, but the
debts of the favmers?

Hon. H. J. YELLAXND: Yes, the farmers'
debt.  Many of our colleagues are indus-
trious in condemning the tariff, and I jom
with them to a certain extent in their ¢on-
demnation; but after all said and done the
disadvantages under which we labour from
tariff hurdens are 2n impost upon our wheat
production equal to about 3d. per bushel, [
have not found any comparison with the
dairying industry, but I do know that
that industry is in a preeartous position
bhoth here and in the BEastern States.
It 1s clear that the amount of money that
has been advanced for the assistanee of
dairyving most approximate what has been
made available for wheat and wool men.
One can appreciate that these extra imposts,
under present conditions, are making a tre-
mendous demand upon production through-
out the primary induvstries. Sir Herbext

.to pub any money into the ventnre.

[COUNCIL.]

Grepp goes on fo sum up the conditions of
our primary producers in the course of his
report, particalars of which were published
in the “West Australian” about a couple
of mouths ago. The report contained cer-
tain striking recommendations and, if we
get down to bed-rock, we will realise the
logic and justness of his proposals. His
first recommendalion is to seeure the climin-
ation of the unfit, and Western Australia
has had praclical experience of unsuitable
men on the land, such as has not been shared
hy any other State of the Commonwealth.

Homn. J. Cornell: I would not say that.

Hon. ¥ J. YELLAND: I believe that is
50, o a very large extent. I ean give Mr.
Cornell some information that I received
20 vears ago, when there was a hig rush
towards the land. T remember on one oeca-
sion a man saving that he intended to take
up land, although he knew nothing about
it, because there was no necessity for him
If he
nade a sueecess of it, it was his own; if he
failed, it meant that the Government lost
the money. In addition to that, there was,
he zaid, always the possibility of being able
to sell out to some aother mug, and thus make
some profit for himself. When I was an
officer of the Lands Department 1 heard
that position declared time and again hy
varions people when T was attending to their
requirements at the publie counter. 1 often
{ought, weighing up the position at the
time, that the Government would be in a
very preecarious position, seeing that so
many of the settlers knew nothing about
Earming operations and were merely taking
up land and gambling with it at the eoun-
tryv’s expense. That was what was done on
many oceasions. The system was largely
responsible for the estaldishment on the land
of a number of men who were totally unfit
for the life. Certainly many of those who
were obvicusly unsuited for the work had
to give way, and, by that means, many of
the misfits have been eliminated, but, in his
report, Sir Herbert Gepp suggests that there
are still many men on the land who will
be unable to stand up fo the extra imposts
that are necessary to-day in order to carry
on farming. He suggesis that their un-
suitahility is a guarantee that they cannot
make a success of their work. In those
circumstances, we should cui the loss.

Hon. J, J. Holmes: There was no neces-
sitv to await Sir Herbert Gepp’s report to
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find that out.
many years past.
Hon. H. J. YELLAXD: Quite so.

The Honorary Minister: It may be that
a man can he a good wheatgrower but a
bad farmer at the same time.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I do not know
that that is so. Having sugeested the elimi-
nation of the unfit, Sir Herbert Gepp pro-
ceeds to deal with those who arve likely fo
make good, The only way to really assist thoze
who are likely to make good is to provide
for an adjustment of their debts, which 1
will deal with more fully later on. Per-
haps one of the niost important recommend-
ations Sir Herbert Gepp made was with
reference to oversea selling. He sugeests
as a further stipulation, that there should
be one oversea selling ageney. That is
tantamonnt to the suggestion of compulsory
ponls in order to put the consamer in Aus-
tralia on the same footing with the primary
producers of wheat and wool, as in other in-
dustries. He sugygests there should bhe an ex-
cise eharge on flour for the wheat producer,
just as we bave to pay excise on sngar in
order to maintain the Queensland industry.
He says that to make the mdustry economi-
cally sound, we must have a eomposition
of the farmers' debts voluntarily, or, if
necessary, compulsorily. I think it will be
necessary to give that phase close eonsidera-
tion, and I understand that we shall, at a
later stage, have that opportunity when
dealing with legislation that will be com-
panion cnactments to those that will be in-
troduced in the Federal Paviiament.

Hon. J. J. Holines: How will you get rid
of the debts?

Mon. H. J. YELLAXD: We will never
get rid of them.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If vou get rid of the
debtor’s liability, vou will increase the
ereditor’s liability.

Ton. L. Craig: At auy rate, the latter
is lost already.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: There can be uo
serious objection raised to the bulk of the
recommendations, excepf, perhaps, regard-
ing those dealing with compulsory pools
and compulsory conditioning. I dare say
those phases will be discussed at length
but, in the meantime, I ecan say definitely
that the farming community look forward
with & preat deal of interest to the forth-
coming legislation that is to be introdnced
in the Federal Parliament in an endeaveur
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to save the industry throughout the Com-
monwealth. T eould go a little further with
regard to Sir Herbert Gepp’s suggestions
and deal with some measnres that appear
to be rather drastic. He goes so far in
dealing with the possible solution of the
position to suggest that theve is a possi-
bility of & new finaneial system being in-
evitable. In his own words, he said—
Indefinite continuance of the steps by which
Anstralin is nt present maintaining a semi-
equilibrium will mean in the end a collapse of
our social and financinl system.
Farther on he says—

Farmers aml industrial workers face each

other ac¢ross a great chasm. Each ean produce
tar more than cenough to supply their present
normal needs.  Tnereased purchasing power for
the masses seems the only war out.
That is the only possible way out, acvord-
ing to Sir Herbert, from the impasse of
existing conditions. YWhat it leads to is a
hetter distribution of wealth.

Hon, L. Craig: That rather
Major Douglas.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXND: There is a cer-
tain suggestion of Major Douglaz in that
remark. When a man like Sir Herbert Gepp
iz responsible o such o suggestion, it
must be realised he would not give publi-
city to it nnless he had given the subject
much sineere thought.

The Honorary Minister: A lot depends
on who makes the suggestion.

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: Quite so. In this
State the report of the Royal Commission
on Bulk Handling has been heartily re-
ceived and it bears out all that we have
advocated for the system. The present
administration is justified and that iz a
fine tribute to those who installed a sys-
tem never before known in the annals of
bulk handling. The system has heen ecar-
ried out sueccessfully and representatives
from the Eastern States have examined it.
When I was in Sonth Australia recently
a number of inquiries were made from me
regarding the system and the people there
are enamoured of the possibility of instal-
ling a similar system, perhaps slightly
modified, in the sister State. That is a
great compliment to thoze who were re-
sponsible for the scheme and for its suc-
cessful bandling. It has stood up to the
strain imposed upon it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you say every-
one is happy about it?

sugrests
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Hon, H. J. YELLAND: They are satis-
fied that the bulk handling system will be
4 benefit to the man who uses it. Tt will

mean the saving of about £100 a
year to me, and that is something
to be thankful for. I am only one

of many thousands who will be benefited.
The installation of bunlk handling has re-
duced the number of men employed Dby
nearly two-thirds. That was not the rea-
son why the promoters introduced it. Tt
was largely hecause of the fact that we have
had to pay enormous sums to India every
year for bags. When a man has only 200
or 300 bags on his farm his wheat must be
carted while he is harvesting, and so the
cartage is done much more rapidly and in
consequence all his fields are available for
stock feed perhaps twa months earlier than
they would be under the bag system. which
entailed a tremendous loss of time and of
stock feed.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How many farmers
c¢an go on harvesting and earting nt the
same time?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The carting is
done largely by contract, leaving the Parmer
to go on with his harvesting. and so the
whole business is eompleted in half the time.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Is therc not conmes-
tion at the sidings sometimes?

The PRESIDENT: May T suggest that
the hon. member is not a witness under
examination?

Hon, H, J. YELLAND: I am prepared to
answer any questions, beeause this is a suh-
ject which I feel is not sufficiently under-
stood.

The PRESIDENT: The hon.
should not provoke these questions.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The cost of
transport from the farm to the siding is
greatly reduced and various other advant-
ages are well worth ealeulating.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The poor eocky who
cannot pay anybody, has to pay a confrac-
tor to ecart his wheat.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The eontractor
ean do it at less than the farmer could. T
do not think the extra freight eharged by
the railways for bulk wheat is jnstified,
althongh the Railway Department elaim
that there have heen considerable losses due
to it. Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd..
have paid all the costs of altering the rail-
way trucks, and the department has not heen
put te any expense whatever in the con-

meniber
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struetion of new trucks for the transport of
bulk wheat. There arve other points which
should be considered, as for instance the
terminals at Fremantle and Gervaldion.

Hon. W. J. Mann: What about Bun-
bury?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Bunbury is com-
ing later. It is suggested that Fremantle
and Geraldton should be equipped forth-
with, and it is also sugeested to put the Fre-
mantle terminal under the Harbour Trust
and the Qeraldton terminal under the Rail-
way Department, but no reasons have been
given for that. T should Jike the Minister
to tell us why it is. The whaole work of
transporting the wheat it is recommended
should be in the hands of Co-operative Bolk
Handling Ltd., whereas the terminals are to
be placed in the hands of those departments
[ have mentioned. I do not see why the
whole coneern should not bLe left under the
one authority. However, there may bhe a
reasonable explanation of if, and if so 1
hope the Minister will give it. When I was
in the Eastern States I was asked why
Western Anstralian apples eommanded a
better price in the Cld Country than did
the apples from the Eastern States. I replied
that we had so splendid a climate and paid
such close attention to the exporting of the
fruit that we were sending out the best
apples the world counld produce. Then we
kad an argument as to the use of the red
case as against the white case. In that re-
gard I hope the Government will stand
solidly for the use of the lacal wood in our
red eases.

Hon. J. Nicholson: They are well known
in London.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes. This is a
matter of so much importance that the Gov-
ernment shonld give favourable considera-
tion to the retention of the red case. The
question of rabbit destruction is of great im-
portance to the farmers, and concerted
efforts will have to he made to stop the in-
roads of the pest. Something will have to
Be done to get vid of this national vermin,
and the only way to deal with it iz from a
national point of view. The Government
shonld be called upon to show ways and

means hy which we ecan collectively
get rid of this pest or at any rate
keep it under control. That is all

I wish to say about our rural industries;
not that one counld not go on to say a good
deal more, but hecause I believe those I
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have mentioned to be the most important
awaiting atlention af present. A great deal
has heen heard ahout the North-West railway,
and I endorse what was said by Mr. Angelo,
nately that if the Norih-West is to be ve-
iained as part of the Commonwealth it will
be neeessary to develop it. The railway is
required in ovder to devclop the meat in-
dustry. The export of our meat from the
Commonwealth is one of mational imporl-
ance.  The greatest competitor we have is
the Argentine.  There stock is produccd
under conditions very different from those
abtaining in Australia. They have a deep
alluvial soil which will grow lucerne and
various other fodders. The Argentine beast
is fit for marketing before it is three veays

of age.
Hon. L. Craig: Before ii is two years
of age.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXND: Yes, very often.
That means that the grower has an advan-
fage of 25 per cent. in the length of period
during which he has to keep the animal and,
more than that, the heef is sent out under
hetter conditions than ave possible here. If
it should happen that Great Britain gave
Australian meat preference at the expense
of the Argentine, it is possible that the
Argentine would turn its attention to dairy-
g and so would he able to flood the Lon-
don market with dairy produce to the pre-
judice of Australia.

Hon. J. XNicholson:
doing that now.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXND: Yes, but if in
addition to the Denmark produce there came
similar produce from the Argentine, where
would we be? 1 should like to refer to an
incident that happened while I was in the
Eastern States. 1t shows how unfair and
misleading newspaper reports ¢can be. At an
agrienltural burean meeting I was asked to
give a resume of the agricnltural develop-
ment in Western Australia during the period
I have been here. T did so to the best of my
ability, without heing able to refer to any
statistics other than those contained in a
small pocket-book I had with me. I had
oceasion to mention the difficulties of tick
and pleuro under which our beef industry
in the North-West was suffeving. To my
astonishment when the newspaper published
a report of my address the disadvanlages of
the XNorth-West through tiek and pleuro
were the only features mentioned. In the
course of my remarks I bad pointed ont
that Western Australia had produced
50,000,000 bushels of wheat, and that dur-
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ing that year she was the highest wheal pro-
ducer of the Commonwealth, but nothing
whatever way said ahout that in the news-
paper report. Then I dealt largely with the
conditions of our dairving industry and the
faet that we were now exporting eggs,
whereas a few years ago we had to import
eggs by the million from South Australia.
Qf that the newspaper took no notice at all
hut dealt only with the pleure and tiek
which 1 had quite casually mentioned. I
was dreadfully disappointed, but of course
it was of no use trying to correct the Press
report. T had intended to-night to voice
my disapproval of the attitude of the Gov-
ernment towarvds the strike on the gold-
fields, it I new think that would be super-
fluous, for the Minister knows perfectly well
one’s feelings as to the maintenance of law
and  ovder and the striet attention that
should be given to any orders of the court.
T must express my disapproval of the
laxity of the Governmeni in that respect,
but have much pleasure in supporiing the
second reading of the Bill.

HON. L CRAIG (Sounth-West) [9.0]:
Evidently I have not learned much about the
peenliavities of Parlinment, for apparently
the Supply Bill is just like the Address-in-
reply and resunbles very much a sort of
calch-as-cateh-can, thereby enabling mern-
hers to speak on evervthing in general. T
have hefore me the auditors’ annual report
upon the Lotteries (‘ommission. The total
receipts during last vear from the sale of
tickets amounted to £206,000. On the ex-
penditure side we find advertising £5,000;
~alaries, ete., all normal expenditnre except
as to the <ommissions, amounted to
£18,867. 'That is rather disturbing, The
prize money awounted to £89,000, and the
available surplus wasg £34,000. The amount of
commissions paid represented 9 per cent. of
the total proceeds, the prize money repre-
sented ahout 43% per cent., and the avail-
ahle surplus about 40 per cent. Tlie surplus
and the commissions amounted to half the
total proceeds, or 30 per eent.

Hon. E. H. Gray: In the bad old days 25
per cent. commission was paid.

Hon. L. CRAIG: When the measure was
put through I do not think it was the inten-
tion of Parliament that these lottevies should
e advertised with a view to encouraging
people to gamble and buy the tickets., I be-
lieve the intention was to make an effort to
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absorh within the State money that was
being sent out of the State fur gambling
purposes. It was not intended that sufficient
commissions should be paid to ageuts to en-
able them to advertise and hroadeast far and
wide the sale of these tickets. Wherever we
go we sec the slogans “Now 15 the time to
" buy a lottery ticket,”” “Put vour money into
lotteries,” ete.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: At tis, an inch.

Hon. L. CRAIG: It seems to me that is
geiting away from the infention of Parlia-
ment at the time, One has only to go to a
picture show to see advertisements urging
people to buy lottery tiekets. We see quite
large advertisements in the daily Press to
the same effect.

Ifon. H. J. Yelland: The agents say they
do not get any sales unless thev advertise.

Hon. L. CRAIG: That was not the inten-
tion of Parliament. The commissions should
be just sufficient to make it worth the while
of bookshops and suchlike establishments to
sell tickets. T went through an areade in
Perth the other day where there is a small
box of a shop for the sale of lottery tickets,
and I saw five emplovecs engaged in the dis-
posal of tiekets as fast as they could.
Actually we are making a business of sefling
lottery tickets instead of carrving oui the
real intention of Parliament, which was to
absorh within the State the money that was
going out of it. I suggest that 9 per eent.
comntission is far too much to give and 1is
getting away from the intention of Parlia-
ment. 1 congratulate the Government on
arranging the Nerth-West trip for eertain
members of Parliament. 1 think that M.
Gray formed one of the party. [ was up
there myself following the oflicial party. Tt
has heen voiced to me on several ocearions
that the visitors only saw the choice stations
along the coast. That is a fact. They visited
Brick House, 3linderoo, Miuilva, the hest
places along the coast. Elsewhere, however,
there are many station people who are no
better off to-duy than they were 23 vears
ago. I refer to those in the spinifex coun-
try. Those who made the trip should not
imagine that the North-West iz all like the
parts they saw. The eoastal country iz the
hest and the oldest settled part of the North-
West. Tt is standing up best to the condi-
tions resnlting from the depression. THad
the party been able to visit the spinifex
country thex would have seen some depress-
ing sights. [ know people np there who are
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worse off than when they were young men
3¢ years ago, and they ure living under
worse conditions than are wheathelt farmers.
The parvty certainly saw some beautiful sta-
tions. 1 am interested in one of thew. They
are nice places, bhut they do not serve ar a
general indication of what the North-West
is like. DMr. Nicholson dealt with bransport
questions.  As a farmer myself T am in sym-
pathy with the Commissioner of Railways,
No doubt it i3 very hard for some people
whoe have been accustomed to getting their
goods delivered by notor lorry to be foreed
to use the railways. Motor lorries cater for
only a speecial class of goods, the small

heavy goods which have a high freight
value. | agree with the Commissioner,

who says “We carry vour superphosphate
at a lass, we earry vour wheat at cost price,
and if we do these things for you the least
vou can do is to give us those goods on which
we can show a profit.”” Western Australia
has more miles of railway per bead of the
population than any other country in the
world, We cannot be compared with the
0Old Country with a population of
10,000,000, all contained in a small avea. As
a farmer I could probably use motor lorries
yuite a lot, but we cannot have the benefits
hoth ways. If we get our essentials carried
at a low rate we must give the Railways
those things on which they can show a pro-
fit. I congratulate the Government upon
their Dairy Products Marketing Aet which
was passed last session. It is working well,
and to the satisfaction of the produncers as
well as the manufacturers and merchants.
1 also congratulate the Government upon
the appointment of the two producers’ rep-
resentatives. The Deputy Leader of the
Country Party in another place vastigaled
the Government over the appointmenl of
the producers’ vepresentatives who were
selected by o body called the South-West
Conference, with which I have a lot to do.
He also casligated the Gavernment for ve-
fusing to aceep: the nominces of the Prim-
ary Producers’ Association.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Were those gentlemen
farmers?

Hon. L. CRATG: T will come to that, The
Deputy Leader of the Country Party had
the temerity and the audacity to eastigate
the Government for making those appoint-
ments. The South-West Conference is a
hody of prodneers, who meet in Bunbury
every vear, and enjoy quite a seputation
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for being genuine producers. The execu-
tive of that hody appointed two genuine
dairy farmers, who were both financial mem-
bers of the Primary Producers’ Association.
A coterie of the Primary Producers’ Asso-
clation, not representative of one-quarter of
the dairy farmers of the district, held a
small meeting, and selected two men, neither
of whom had any interest in the dairying
industry nor were producers themselves, but
were paid organisers for the Primary Pro-
dueers’ Association. The Minister for Agri-
culture very rightly said that the pro-
ducers’ representatives must be gennine pro-
ducers themselves, and I congratulate him
on making those appointments.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Were not the other
two residents of the city?

Hon. L. CRAIG: The other two were
both residents of the ecity, yes. T am sur-
prised af the audaecity or temeriiy of Mr.
Ferguson in making these statements. As
regards the dairying industry, the board
appointed are at the present time function-
ing satisfactorily. On all sides I hear that
they are functioning to the satisfaction of
the manufacturers. The indusfry is 1 a
better position to-day than it has been for
some considerahle iime. That feeling of de-
pression—that feeling of “Are we ever go-
ing to do any good?’—is gradually dis-
appearing. Among dairy farmers there is
now a fecling of confidence, because West-
ern Australia to-day is receiving more per
pound for bhutter-fat than any other part
of Australia. The net receipts are greater
in Western Australia than anywhere else in
this continent, and almost greater than in
any other part of the world. But there is
a danger. Every extra pound of butter-fat
that is produced now reduces the refurn fo
the producer. We are exporting butter; and,
as most of us know, the loeal price of but-
ter iz 1s. 3d. per lb. wholesale while the
overser price is something under Sd., the
latter sales being made at a loss, of course.
Therefore I urge the (Government to be care-
ful about encouraging the extension of the
dairving industry. Let us concentrate on
the coastal distriets in the South-West,
where dairving ean be carried on to the best
advantage. To me it seems that our efforis
should be concentrated on the development
of our wool industry. To-night we have
heard from Mr. Yelland that the Argentine
ean beat us in the beef industry, and prob-
ably could produce butter-fat at a price
lawer than is possible here because the

Argentine ¢limate and land and pusiures
are better than ours. Butter-fat ean he pro-
duced, and is being produced, in Russia,
Czecho-Slovakia, Denmark, and in fact in
avery country of Europe, whereas the fine
wool indusiry is confined absolutely to \us-
tralin. No other country in the world
ean ever compete with Australia in the fino
wool industry—not even Sonth Afriea. I
spent some considerable time in Bradford
with the South African wool expert, and T
asked him, “What ave the prospects of your
country beating Australia in the fine wool
trade? He replied, “We have small areas
of land suitable climatically for growing fine
wool, but the fotal of those areas is so sinall
that we can never become a serious com-
petitor of vours” The same remark ap-
plies to the Argentine. A ecountry with a
summer rainfall can never produee fine wool,
Tine wool is a commodity that can be stored,
a commodity that has never yet beem over-
produced. 1t seems foolish to encourage un-
duly other industries in which all other
countries can compete with us, and prohably
can compete with us under advantagcous
vonditions, and foolish to bhe exporting a
prrishable commodity which to-day is being
sold on the world’s markets at a loss whila
we should be concentrating our efforts on a
commodity which is always saleable and in
which no other country in the world can
compete with us, In Western Australia
good-quality wool ean be produced on land
with a 40-in. rainfall, because of the dry
summer. We have a dry summer, and there-
fere can produece a very high quality of wool.
I urge the Government to use their hest en-
deavours to induce settlers to go in for
more sheep—not run sheep but farm sheep.
Many settlers are just running sheep as a
sideline, Tf the same energy were applied
to the farming of sheep as is applied to
dairving, the returns per acre from <heep
would he just as great as those from the
dairving indestey are to-day. T surzest
that the Agrieulural Department concen-
trate upon that aspeet and, if possible, keep
the dairying industry away from Katanning,
where they can dairy, but where they can
produce the best wool in the world. The
Katanning distriet cannot dniry as success-
fully as the Sonth-West. I have something
to say on the subject of emplovment. In the
farming distriets to-day the employment
position is fairly aeute. Tn my particnlar
district it is almost impossible to get a man



do not meun a permanent man but a
man for a temporary job lasting a week or
a fortnight—as men used to be obtainable
Previously. In the North a station manager
said to me, “I have never known it to be so
difticult to obtuin men for station work as it
is to-day, and T have been here for 40
years.,” It seems to me that sustenance work
for <ingle men eould he altered. The dairy-
ing industry is unahle to pay what is a rea-
sonable wage. No dairy farmer can pay the
basie wage. That is the reason for the pre-
sent demand for boys.  Sustenance work
seems to he destroying the morale of the
single man. He has been given—I speak sub-
Jeet to correction—two days’ work a week
at about 12s. a dav, the equivalent of 24s.
or s, a week.

The Honorary Minister: He can earn up
fo 302 a week. '

+ Hon, T. CRATG: His wage on a farm
wonld be £1 or 25s. per week and keep. The
single man max well say, “I am not going
to work on a farm for £1 or 235. a week
when I can earn 30s. by working for the
Government about two days a week.” The
Government have a right to say to the single
man—I am not referring to the married
man at all—“If vou are unable Lo obtain
employment, we will see that you do not
starve. We will find von work, but it shall
be on a different plane from the ordinary
work. We will allow you still your 30s. a
week, but instead of earning that amount
in two days vou shall earn it in three or
even four” That would encourage the man
to go into private employment. Under those
conditions the single man would say, “I
will take this sustenance work while I must,
bui at the first opportunity I will get away
from sustenance work into private employ-
ment.”  The spirit of adventure seems to
have gone from the young men, and appar-
ently the spirit of enterprise is going. What
T snggest would he a good move, because op-
portunities arc sticking out to-day for en-
terprising voung men who are not afraid
to wo out a bit. I myself sent three men up
to the North at the request of my brother,
who wrote to me, “I have a biz coniract
here, and T cannot get men locally.” Those
three men have never looked hack. I be-
lieve that after paying all the cost of
their keep, they earned something like
£250 each last vear. They have written to
say that they have three years’ work alead
of them.

[COUNCIL..

Hon. E. H. (iray: Do you want more
men?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do not know whether
more are wanted. ¥ was told that if good
men, willing to do the work expected of
them, mostly contract work such as fenec-
ing, but well paid, go up North, there is
work {or them. But good men must go up
and look for the work. There are two men
shooting kangaroos on one properity and
each has been making £15 per week. There
are thousands of kangaroos to be shot. These
are some of the aveuuwes along which young
men of enterprise may find healthy and re-
munerative orcupation.  The sustenance
rates that apply to-day and the eonditions
governing the system are sueh as to dis-
courage men from taking up other work.
I think the Government should see to it
that the e¢onditions governing snstenance
work and pavments for single men are such
that they will be induced to seek private
work and thus cultivate their own initia-
tive, which they have lost to-day. I know of
some young fellows who refuse to take work
outside the eity hecause, they say, they ave
frightened te do so. In trath, I am not very
enamonred of the youth appeal campaign.
I have had many requests to find boys for
dairy farms. What they require is not
necessarily boys but cheap labour, for the
indnstry will not stand the payment of a
big wage. There are many opportunities
for boys to take wp jobs with the wages
at 10s., 155, or £1 a week, and keep.

Hon. E. H. Gray: There are not too many
at £1 a week and keep.

Hon. .. CRAIG: No, but I know of
some. I had six reguests in one week.
An institution with which I am connected
had last wvear 1,800 applications for 70
children whe were available. Members wiil
see that the demand is there. T am sure
that hundreds of youths could find posi-
tions on farms, but the question arises as
to whether the people of Western Austra-
lia are supposed to make jobs that the
boys want to go to, or shonld we tell the
boys that they must go to the jobs that
are offered. There are jobs offering on
farms for hoys that will give them a
future that will be reasonably bright. All
the legislation we pass seems to seek to get
more money for someone. Surely the
farming industry, despite its deficiencies,
of which it has many, provides a de-
cent, healthy life. It is eclean, hon-
est, healthy. Far anvone with the least sug-
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gestion of an agricultural mind, it
provides a very happy life. If we could
plave boys in an industry that would pro-
vide them with happiness, health and pros-
perity, surely we should de all that is neees-
sary.

Hon. E. H. Gray: If everyone’s home
were of the same calibre as your own, there
would be a rush of hoys to farms.

1lon. L. CRAIG: Don’t make any mis-
take. There are very many good homes.

Hon. E. H. Gray: But hundreds of bad
ones.

Hon. L. CRAIG: If we have no faith in
the future of the agricultwral industry, have
we faith in anything at all?  We should
Iegislate for the happiness of people rather
than for their wealth. In the South-West
the settlers have small holdings and they
will not he wealthy, but thev will eonstitute
one of the happiest and most healthy sec-
tions of the community, and surely that is
worth while. That is all we should aim at.
In my opinion, the schools should be en-
couraged to develop an agricultural bias in
the minds of the hoys so that rather than
be toreed on to the land, they will have a
keen desire to go on the land. Surely that
is not an unreasonable suggestion. If I
were a boy and lad te start over again most
decidedly I would go in for farming. We
shonld almost foree boys to go into the
country instead of continuing fo find them
jobs in the towns. They may get better
wages here, but they will certainly not be
so happy or so heaithy. I hope the Gov-
ermment will give attention to the few mat-
ters T have suggested, and perhaps the
State as a whole will be a bit happier if we
can only have a contented, agricultural-
minded community.

HON. W.J. MANN (South-West) [9.26]:
Beeing that this House is asked to endorse
a cheque for £2,200,000 and so far we have
not received any information as to how the
Government propose to spend quite a lot of
it, I want to submit one or two matters
affecting my province that I think we can
justly expect to receive attention. T trust
the Government will find additional money
for the Railway Department, in order that
they may be able to recapture some of the
business that has been lost. If something
is not done very quickly, that part of rail-
way work will have to he abandoned. When
Mr. Nicholson spoke about the electrification
of the railways, I presume he referred to
the suburban lines.

people prefer te travel by car.
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Hon. J. Nicholson: Of course!

Hon. W, J. MANXN: I was going to sug-
gest that if he rveferred to the outback lines
that work would he something our grand-
children’s grandchildren might probably
witness. The passenger traffic on the rail-
wavs is at a very low ebb at present, and
those who travel by trains that run parallel
to roads have ample evidence of the velume
of traffic that is lost to the railways because
On former
oceasions I have given figures to show what
the saving by car amounts to. If I were to
travel to Perth from Buasselton by car I
could, journeying reasonably, do the dis-
tance in 4% hours, whereas, under the best
possible c¢onditions, it takes nine hours on
the railways. As a matter of fact, the seec-
tion I refer to is rather fortunate for the
people who live further south and south-
west have fo spend a proportionately longer
time in the train. I presume fhat some day
the Government will instal motor coaches
on the spur lines to aect as feeders
for the main lines. They wounld be single
unit trains, controlled hy one man and
would travel much faster and do all
the work requived by the people ont-
back  under conditions that  would
make the settlers there prefer to make
use of the railway facilities, rather
than avail themselves of their motor ears,
It would be extremely popular and at the
same time would give the railways a chance
to improve the position they are in to-day.
I want to give those in control of the rail-
ways a word of praise for the efforts they
are now making and for the improved re-
sult that has been shown duoring the past
vear, Bnt T believe that some money made
available for them to purchase the form of
rolling stock I bave mentioned would be
amply repaid, I had intended to make ex-
tended reference to the dairying industry,
but owing to the lateness of the hour I will
content myself by pointing out that last
vear our butter production was a reeord;
between 13,000 lbs, and 14,000 Ibs. of butter
is a aplendid record of which the Staie
micht well he proud. There has bheen
some criticism ol the dairving industry
but I am sure the results achieved are
highly gratifying. The group settlements
have not yet come up to what was expected
ot them, hut the position of group settlers
there is secareely analogous to that of some
of the older seitlers who have larger areas
and whose position is muach less invidious
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than that of the group settlers. 1 am
sorry to see that the Agrienltural Bank

Commissioners have not vet thought it adl-
visable to make any public statement as to
the future of the group settlers, On the
other hand, it seems to me that the havas-
sing tactics to which the settlers have had
to submit are most discouraging. Of course,
if a man has commitments and can pay, he
should pay, but if it is ntterly impossible for
him to pay and if the people who are
handling him know it is impossible for him
to pay, where is the sense of subjecting him
to so many onerous conditions? 1t has not
had any effect whatever in regard to the
payment of interest which, in fact, has
driven a number of the best settlers off their
blocks. Never before have so many of the
highest grade settlers bheen forced off their
blocks as during the last couple of years. I
am not going to say that the forcing was
altogether the fault of the Govermnent, for
there has been and still is a certain element
of discontent amongst settlers. Quite a
number of them are old goldfelds residents
and some of them have received intimations
that, if they care to zo back to the gold-
flelds as expevienced miners, there is a job
there for them.

Hon. J. Cornell: No, for they would not
he able to get laboratory tickets.

Hon. W, J. MANN: They are good men,
experienced miners, and many of them have
already gone back to Kalgeorlic, where they
are now working on the big mines. That
has something to do with the exodus from
those farms. I am not going to say that
the Agricultural Bank  Commissioners
should have been in a position to make a de-
finite statement of policy almost as soon as
they were appointed. The task they have
undertaken is too colossal for them tu be
able to do anything of the kind; it will take
them a long time to make a close survey
and get a fair idea of the position. But I
think they could reasonably have made a
statement to the effect that until such fime
as they were ahle to bring down a concrete
policy, the settlers would he permitted fo
earry on and do the best they could, and
wonld not be harassed and calied upon ta do
utterly impossible things.

Hon. J. Cornell: We are told that, like
their clients, they have not gol a poliey.

Hon. W. JJ. MANN: I have heard it
~fated that there are about 4,000 farms wmort-
gaged to the Agricultural Bank and un-
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tenanted. 1f that is the position, there is
a tremendous lot of eapital in jeopardy, and
some of it already lost. Suvely it weunld be
hetter to permit those people to stay on
their blocks, even if only to look after the
asset,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And what will hecote
of the asset?

Hon. W. J. MANN: In the South-West
a number of group settlers have heen foreed
off their blocks by reason of the aunthority
we gave the Agricultural Bank in the Bill ot
last session. Clanses 51 and 52 of that Bill,
we were told, were to be used only in case
of extreme necessity and were not by any
means likely to become the usual thing;
yet we find that every advantage has been
taken of those clauses, and people have heen
forced to et rid of their stock and do a
number of things T Feel sure the State will
be sorry for later on.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: And when the assel
has disappenred, what will happen to the
stock ?

TIon. W. .. MAXNN: In their case a lot of
the stoek were State purchazed, and they
have been forced on the market. If what I
am told is frue, there was a sale in the
far South-West at which stoek was sold at
prices that were positively ridieulouns.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is it a fact that it
was stock that had been purchased hy the
Government?

Hon. W. J. MANN: Whether it was on
a group settlement or not, that sorf of thing
is not peculiar to that area. 1 have heard
of the sale of wheat, implements and other
things that belonged to the Bank. 1 do not
think the Commissioners are acting rightly
in the matter of privately-owned stock., I
heard it stated that if the Bill were passed
in the form in which it was presented to
us, the farmer's wife would be precluded
from selling a dozen of eggs. We ridiculed
the idea that the Commissioners would go
to snch an extreme, and the Minister agreed
that the suggestion was ridiculous. If the
Commissioners have not got down to the
level of objecting to the sale of a dozen of
eggs, they have got pretty close to it. I
know of a farmer who managed to sell two
or three pigs for a few shillings, and the
Bank pounced on the proceeds. Seeing that
£4,000,000 or £5,000,000 has been spent on
mroup settlement and that much of the
money is being lost, it does not seem a very



[8 AveusT, 1933.] 125

wise policy now to fry fo save 30s. or a
couple of pounds.

Member: To what stock are you refer-
ring?

Hon. W, J. MAXN: I am referring te
»totk purchased by the farmer out of his
own funds. Certainly the stock received
sustenance on the block, hut the proceeds
from the stock have been devoted to the
purchase of fertiliser, so that the Bank
agset has received the benefit of the money.
Now the Commissioners are asking that all
stock be made over to the Bank: otherwise
the settler must leave his holding., 1 agree
that there are instances in which the pro-
ceeds of sales have been used to the dis-
advantage of the Bank, but in most cases
the settlers have utilised privately-owned
stock for the advautage of the asset. For
a number of vears suceessive Governmenis
urged the settlers to purchase their own
stock. When State-owned cows were being
offered for £20 to £23 each—a fabulous
price—and a settler found that he rould
buy good stock from adjacent farmers for
£10 or £12, the Government agreed that,
provided the inspector was satisfied, the
inoney should be made available for the pur-
chase of such stock. Many group setilers
have purchased a large number of their own
stock, and much of thai stock has heen in
profit, and the profit received from it has
heen put back into the farm in the shape
of fertiliser and used to keep the place
zoing. I tvegret that the Comimissioners
have not seen their way eclear to issue a
statement to the settlers as hetween Bank
and ¢lient. The Commissioners should have
urged the settlers to carry on to the hest
of their ability, rather than call upon them
on every possible occasion to pay interest
when they knew the settlers conld net do
it. Let me refer to the statement made by
the chairman of the Bank Commissioners
rezarding members of Parliament. T assure
that gentleman that, if T am any judge of
the =ituation, no member of Parliament re-
wards it as a pleasure to interview the
Agrienltural Bank or any other Govern-
ment department.

Hon. H. J. Yelland: We do not go there
to ask favours.

Hon. W. J. MANN: No. In 19 cases
out of 20, I suppose we merely introduce
the Bank client, because he is under the
impression that if he is introduced by a
member of Parliament, his chances of re-
cetving a hearing are betler.

Hon. J. Cornell: It gives him a certain
tone.

Hon. W. .. MAXNXN: Yes, additional tone,
Out of the £2,200,000, T hope the Govern-
ment will make available a sum for further
hnprovements to the Bunbury Harhour.
Although a small amount of dredging was
done there last year, no appreciable advant-
age was gained, hecause the depth in the
basin is still only 26 feet, and a depth of
at least 28 feef iz required. We want to
sce that dredging continned over a lonuer
periodl  of  the vear until a  pro-
per depth is obtained.  Bunbury Hae-
hour last vear handled about 230,000 tons
of carro, and T helieve that guartity would

have been appreciably greater had rthere
been a greater depth of water. If my
memaory  serves e aright, those Prures

showed an inerease of 40,000 {ons on the
quantity handled in the previous year.
That is evidenee that trade iz brightening
and that the lnprovements requested are
justified. Referenee has heen made to tha
faet that our fruit has heen hringing the
highest price on the English market. The
credit for that is wholly due, I think. to
the paeking. The fruit growers of this
State are keenly alive to the advantages
of good marketing, and T know thal 98 per
vent. of them exercise the closest supervi-
sion to ensure that only the very best fruit
is sent abroad. The growers, however, feel
that they are under a disahility beeause
they have to rail their fruit 100 miles fur-
ther than is necessarv. Thev feel that
the proper place from whieh to ship their
fruit  is  Bunhury. TIf the  harbour
were dredged to the vequured depth. it
would not he long before fruit was ship-
ped from that port. TFroitgrowing iz not
a diminishing factor. Tf anvthing, it i+ in-
creasing in extent, and each year n large
area of voung orchards is coming into pro-
fit. Consequently our exportable surplus
will grow. We want to see that our fruit
reaches the market with as little cost to
the producer as possible. I urge upon the
“Government fo attend to this matter and
give the port its due. With a deepened
harbour and facilities for cool storage. I
feel sure the rest will follow in rapid
nrder. The greatest menance the farmer in
the South-West has. the rabhit pest, arizes
from Crown Lands. That is where the
main breeding of rabbiis iakes place. TUp
to a year or so ago the Sonth-West was
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tolerably free from rabbits. From my own
observations and the remarks of men whose
veraeity cannot be doubted, I gather that
the pest is vapidly becoming worse. The
Crown Lands are chieflv responsible for
this increase. 'The matter has been taken
up by various vermin bhoards, but they can
do nothing with Government property. They
cean force settlers to keep down the pest
on their own holdings, but that is the
extent of their anthority. If T were able
to force members of this Chamber to keep
their properties elear of rabbits, that would
not give them much satisfaction if there
was a hoge property alongside them where
the pest could not be kept in check. Staps
must be taken to deal with this important
matter. The inspectors of the department
shounld be able to do this. T am pleased
the Premier has recognised that it is time
the tonrist conscience of this State was
awakened. He has stated that the Gov-
ernment propose to rebuild Cave House. I
wish to give the Honorary Minister a mea-
sure of praise, beeanse I am sure that his
own efforts as well as the efforts of others
have helped to bring this matter to fruition.
It was regrettable that the big trade which
was done at Cave House should have gradu-
ally disappeared because the faeilities there
were of the poorest. We hope the Govern-
ment will not lose any time in rebuilding
Cave House, so that it may be ready for the
coming summer. It is ahsolutely necessary
also that the Government shonld make a
move to control street betting.

Heon. E. H. Gray: Do von support Mr.
Aarshall’s Bill?

Hon. W. J. MANN: T have not scen it
vet. The position in the eity iz bad enough,
hut if other fowns are like those in the
South-West, the position on Saturday after-
noons must be deplored by every self-
respecting person. A great deal has been
said about owr vouths. T am afraid there is
a kind of complex developing in the vouths
of to-day that it is nof necessary to do much
work, te gef down to any solid industry, or
to learn anything. The tendency on their
part is to read the sporting columns of the
newspapers, be able to tell the breeding of
any kind of horse, and te know the starting
price of competitors in races. It is astound-
ing that the people have stood this for so
long. Storekeepers are not only fecling the
pinch but a inighty big erush beeause of
these gambling proclivities. I went into an

[COUNCIL.]

office the other Saturday wmorning, and as I
did so I noticed a scatter amongst the staff.
Upon inguiry [ found that they had a list of
the weights for fthe Goodwood races that
afterncon. The staff had held up proceed-
ings until they had formed their opinion as
to what horses were likely fo win, and I
found out later that their money was put on
by one wmember of the staff. This is nof a
fairy story. It is deplorable that the Gov-
ernment do not take steps to minimise the
evil. We ¢an control the liquor traffic and
the drug firaffie, and we eculd contvol the
gambling evil to a great extent, or a greater
extent, though probably we could not wipe
it out altogether. The authorities should not
allow the footpaths to be crowded by youths
and men who ought to know better, They
block the traflic, and frequently say things
in loud voices that self-respecting people
cannot tolerate.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: | was wondering
where the Agrienltural Bank money had
gone.

Hon. W. J. AIANN: Some of it may have
zone through these channels. I hope some-
thing will be dene with regard to the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act. I feel that its opera-
tions to-day ave altogether lopsided. One
side 1s pretty well foreed to obey the provi-
sions of the Act, while the other side can, in
many instances, please themselves.  That
sort of thing should not be permitted to eon-
tinue, otherwise arbitration will he brought
into such a state of disrepute that it will go
by the board. T support the second reading
of the Bill

THE CHIEY SECRETARY (Hon. J. AL
Drew—Central—in reply) [101]: I have
listened with great attention to the many
speeches made on the second reading of the
Bill. They have been exceptionally interest-
ing to me and, I think, to those who have
listened to other speakers. As regards the
suggestions which have been made—valuable
suggestions—I shall see that they go to the
proper departments. That is not a mere
form of words, for I ean call to mind more
than a few instances in which suggestions
made by this House have been adopted hy
the Government, either in connection with
legislation or in eonnection with adminis-
fration. In other speeches there have heen
requests for information; and regarding
those requests I shall adopt the course that
I have taken in the past, with the consent
and approval and, I believe, the apprecia-
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tion of hon. members, of getting from the
departments the fullest information obtain-
able and later conveying it to hon. members
in the manner m which I have conveved it
in the past, In some instances I might
veuture replies to questions which have been
put; but I think it far better to wait and
submit information which, I feel sure, will
be more reliable, and more complete, than
it would he possible for me to afford to-
might.

Question put and passed.

Bill read.a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee withount
debate, and reported without amendment.

Read a third time and passed.

House adjourned wb 105 pam.

Legistative Assembly,
Lhursday, Sth August, 1933.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair ab 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, MADDINGTON
CROSSING.

AMr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Is he aware that another ac-
cident oceurred at the Maddington erossing
on the night of Wednesday, 17th July? 2,
Have proposals and estimates of costs for
affording protection at this deaih trap yet
been arrived at? 3, Will he give an assur-
ance that the matter is under consideration,
and, if so, whether and when effective action
to provide a measnre of safety from rail-
way iraffic iz to be taken?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. An accident occurred at
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Gosnells on the date named. 2, No finality
has vet been reached. 3, The question is
mider cousideration.

LEAVE OY ABSENCE.

Un motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks granted to the Minister
for Employment (Hon. J. J. Nenncally—
East Peith} and to Mr. Raphael (Victoria
Park) on the ground of ill-hkealth.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Fourth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [+33]:
First let me join with other members in
congratulating the newlyv-elected members
for Avon and South Fremantle on their
election, and also in congratulating  Mr,
Wise upon his appointment to Ministerial
rank. The subject under discussion is the
Speech of the Lieut.-Governor, and mem-
bers, in addressing themselves to this ques-
tion, take the opportunity te place before the
Government various questions of import-
anee to their respeetive constituencies. To
do that is qiite justifiable, but from the
Acting Leader of the Opposition one would
expect a speech dealing rather with matters
of poliev than with parochial matters. I
did not have the privilege of being present
on Tuesday afterncon when he began his
speeeh, but T heard the latter portion of
his address, and I was surprised to find that
he had his eye turned in one direction only.
His speech oceupied something like three
and a half houwrs—— R

Mre. Doney: No. two and three-quarter
hours.

Me. WITHERS—and it reminded me
of the Marathon wheelharrow races that are
heing contested in various places. The Aet-
ing Leader of the Opposition was followed
by several members of his party who adopted
a similar strain. They seemed to have the
idea that it was their duty to represent one
section of the community only. T hope that
when other members of the Countrv Party
speak, they will take & broader view, in-
stead of dealing merely with the wheat beit
they represent. From Country Party mem-
bers so far we have heard little but talk
about wheat, wool and the destruction of
rabhits. One can sympathise with the farm-
ing commumity in their difficulties, hut



